County  Council  of  Stirling. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

(for  the  Year  1920) 

TO  THE 

County  Council  and  District  Committees. 


Also  Reports  to  the  Town  Councils  op 
Bridge  of  Allan  and  Denny  and  Dunipace. 


BY 


T.  ADAM,  M.A.,  M.D..  D.P.H.Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STIRLING  : 

M ‘IN  TYRE  & PEARSON,  Printers,  9 Barnton  Street. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28656969 


County  Council  of  Stirling. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

(for  the  Year  1920) 

TO  THE 

County  Council  and  District  Committees. 


Also  Reports  to  the  Town  Councils  of 
Bridge  of  Allan  and  Denny  and  Dunipace. 


BY 

T.  ADAM,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.Camb., 

Medicai.  Officer  of  Health. 


STIRLING  : 

M ‘INTAKE  & PEARSON,  Printers,  9 Barnton  Street. 


NOTE 


The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  in  a public  health  sense 
was  the  outbreak  of  Smallpox  in  several  parts  of  Scotland, 
principally  Glasgow.  The  County  of  Stirling  did  not  escape, 
but  fortunately  the  outbreak  was  comparatively  limited.  This 
favourable  result  was  largely  due  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
people.  In  every  case  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Department 
were  willingly  seconded  by  both  employers  of  labour  and 
•employees,  with  the  happy  result  that  the  outbreak  in  the 
County  was  limited  to  nine  cases.  There  were  also  two 

cases  in  the  Burgh  of  Stirling,  one  in  Falkirk,  and  two  in  the 
Burgh  of  Denny. 

T.  ADAM. 

County  Buildings, 

Stirling,  July,  1921. 
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In  a Circular  dated  31st  December,  1920,  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  require  that  Annual  Reports  bv  Medical 
Officers  shall  contain  : — 

a.  A general  account  of  influences  and  conditions  injurious  or 

dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  district,  and  of  the 
measures  that  in  his  opinion  should  be  adopted  for  its 
improvement. 

b.  A statement  of  the  general  enquiries  he  has  made  during 

the  year,  and  of  any  special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary 
matters.  J 

c.  A general  statement  of  any  matters  as  to  which  he  has 

given  advice  or  granted  certificates,  including  any  action 
as  to  offensive  trades. 

d.  A specific  account  of  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  in 
terms  of  Section  132  of  that  Act,  together  with  a tabular 
statement  in  the  form  issued  by  the  Home  Office. 

■e.  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Acts,  1890-1919,  dealing  specifically  with  (1)  the 
sufficiency  and  habitability  of  working-class  dwellings  ; 
and  (2)  the  action  taken  where  instances  of  overcrowding 
have  been  ascertained  or  suspected. 

f.  A statement  showing  whether  any  conditions  have  arisen 

or  are  expected  to  arise  pointing  to  the  expediency  of  a 
town-planning  scheme  for  the  proper  control  of  further 
development. 

g.  An  account  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of  rivers 

or  streams  in  the  district,  the  sources  and  nature  of  any 
such  pollution,  and  any  action  taken  to  check  it. 

h.  An  account  of  the  hospital  accommodation  available  for 

persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  in  general  and 
smallpox  in  particular  (including  the  means  provided  for 
the  conveyance  of  such  persons),  and  of  the  houses  of 
reception,  with  observations  on  the  furnishing,  mainten- 
ance, administration,  and  adequacy  of  such  accommoda- 
tion, etc. 

i.  An  account  of  the  premises  with  necessary  apparatus  and 

attendance  available  for  the  destruction  or  disinfection  oS 
infected  articles  (including  the  means  for  the  conveyance 
and  return  of  such  articles),  also  of  other  processes  of 
disinfection  in  use,  with  observations  on  the  adequacy  of 
such  arrangements  and  processes. 

j.  An  account  of  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the  outbreak  and 

spread  of  infectious  disease. 

k.  A statement  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  treatment  of 

persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases,  with  recom- 
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fulKKh?'^lS  aV°  Tnr  furt,-Cr  measures  that  might  use- 
A uthSrity-s  Jl  dea',n(r  W'th  *h'“  diseas“  » *»*  Local 

l.  A statement  as  to  the  causes,  origin,  and  distribution  of 

diseases  within  the  district,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
same  have  depended  on  or  have  been  influenced  by  con! 
ditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

m.  A statement  of  the  measures  adopted  for  the  administra- 
te control  of  tuberculosis,  with  recommendations  as  to 
any  further  measures  that  might  usefully  be  put  in  force 

the  Local  Authority.  (In  cases  where  this  work  is 
being  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  in  terms  of  Sec 
41  (3)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  191-5  the  informa 

shouid  bc  <z%y 

n.  A statement  of  the  arrangements  made  under  the  scheme 

ot  maternity  service  and  child  welfare. 

°.  A report  on  the  working  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act 
190/.-  ( f his  applies  to  areas  where  a scheme  of  maternity 
service  and  child  welfare  has  not  vet  been  carried  into 
operation.) 

p.  Observations  on  the  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced 

within  or  imported  into  the  district,  and  on  the  general 
adequacy  of  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  and  distri- 
bution of  milk  of  pure  and  wholesome  character;  also  cn 
w administration  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
shops  Orders  ; and  any  action  taken  as  to  tuberculous 
milk  whether  under  local  Acts  or  under  the  Dairies 
Cowsheds,  and  Milk  shops  Orders. 

q.  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  the  existing  arrange- 

ments for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  slaughterhouses, 
shops,  and  elsewhere  ; observations  on  unsound  food,  food 
inspection,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where 
foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for 
sale,  indicating  any  important  respects  in  which  existing 
powers  have  been  found  inadequate  for  -dealing  with 
insanitary  conditions  in  such  places. 

r.  A report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Local  Authority  under 

e Sale  of  hood  and  Drugs  Acts,  with  observations  on 
any  special  questions  which  have  received  or  require 
attention.  ^ 


s.  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Rag  Flock  Act 

1911.  & ’ 

t.  A tabular  statement,  in  such  form  as  the  Scottish  Board 

0 . tealth  may  from  time  to  time  direct  (1)  of  the  cases 
of  infectious  disease  notified  in  the  district,  and  (2)  of  the 
infantile  mortality  within  the  district. 
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REPORT. 


METEOROLOGICAL  RETURNS. 

Mr  Ballantine  has  been  good  enough  to  send  me  the 
following-  notes  on  the  weather  of  1920  at  Laurieston  : — 

“ The  year  1920  opened  with  decided  promise.  New 
Year’s  Day  was  exceptionally  fine,  and  the  next  four  days 
were  mainly  calm  and  frosty,  with  light  easterly  winds.  From 
the  5th  to  the  25th  it  was  very  unsettled — sleet,  rain,  and 
snow  succeeding-  each  other.  During  this  period  there  was 
not  a single  completely  dry  day.  There  were  some  very 
severe  gales,  the  last  day  finishing  up  with  a blizzard  of  wind, 
sleet,  and  hail. 

February  was  mild  and  rainy.  On  the  10th,  there  was  a 
great  storm  of  wind  and  rain  which  caused  great  flooding. 
There  were,  however,  two  brief  respites  in  "the  prolonged 
succession  of  rains,  one  of  three  days’  duration  from  the  5th 
to  the  7th,  and  one  of  six  days’  duration  from  the  20th  to 
the  25th.  Yet  so'  much  heavier  were  the  falls  that  February’s 
total  exceeded  that  of  the  previous  month.  The  month  was 
remarkable  for  its  mildness,  the  average  being  8 degrees 
warmer  than  February  of  last  year. 

“ March  also  showed  a great  preponderance  of  fresh  open 
weather,  with  mild  temperature  and  large  precipitation  falling- 
in  continuous  drizzling  rain.  A continuance  of  westerly 
winds  accounted  for  much  of  its  mildness  and  humidity.  The 
end  of  the  month  was  characterised  by  colder  weather,  more 
boisterous  winds  and  some  thunder. 

“ The  weather  of  April  was  much  the  same  as  that  of 
March — dull,  quiet,  and  damp,  lacking  sunshine  until  the 
last  week,  when  there  was  frost  on  several  mornings  and 
bright  sunshine  following.  The  temperature  of  the  month 
was  low. 

“ The  first  and  second  weeks  of  May  were  rather  unsettled 
— bright  early  mornings  with  frosts  giving  way  to  rain  later 
in  the  day.  There  was  a great  storm  of  south-west  wind  on 
the  1 2th.  The  middle  of  the  month  was  warmer  (64  degrees), 
getting  colder  towards  the  end,  with  dull  leaden  skies  and 
very  little  sun., 

“ June  brought  an  agreeable  change  with  an  unbroken 
period  of  fine  weather  until  the  afternoon  of  the  17th.  Winds 
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.heSmo«hW,he  windi"  white  .he 

though  the  'weather  — 

intervals  there  were  somS™"mmB  d ay i with  t'arMh-  id 

e"?ahLSyUSatne'  “*  ***  ““  "*^TSh  Sad 

floodl  of  °heS9rtdaS  '7^  o?  the  AUflT  W?re  ,he  *™>* 
falling  on  the  tetter  da/e  Bu,  wMe  the3  '"1“  °f  rai" 

S;ss=h-=^vS» 

f ,,;  The  weatjer  of  September  was  normal  in  character  rain 
ailing  on  13  days,  but  otherwise  good  with  sun  -md  wind 
on  the  whole  a good  harvest  month.  d~ 

w„_  the,lattf[  part  of  September,  the  month  of  October 
poured  with  very  pleasant  weather.  The  first  week 
vas  a little  showery,  but  from  the  8th  onward  the  month  was 
almost  completely  dry.  The  temperature  was  above  he 

oT'erdegr'rTh'^hf^  °"  thf  'th'  »’ith  « — - 

occu^i^n'The  /hld^te"  ™ ™st  °f  “* 

“ The  weather  of  November  was  very  much  mixed  but 

th,r°UghwUt  hy  mi,f!ness  °f  temperature, 
especially  in  the  weeks  ending  on  the  13th  and  20th  when 

dt^esX,non\^eCOrdueduWf  56  degreeS  and  the  lowest  & 

egrees.  On  the  15th  the  barometer  suddenlv  fell,  and  there 
as  a violent  gale  with  lightning  and  thunder.  The  weather 

ThTSaH  w3S  '"a  Wl?  Cl°Ud-V  Ski6s  and  sunshine" 

J ne  rainfall  was  under  the  average. 

VV  hat  may  be  described  as  ordinary  winter  weather  pre- 
™ ;d  d^nn&  month  of  December  The  opening  days 
were  wild  and  stormy,  frost  and  fresh  succeeding  each  other 

Thewenfh^8^11-  accomPanied  by  rain,  sleet,  and  snow. 

the  ]«  5 °n  FhrStmaS  Da-V  was  dul1  >»  the  extreme,  while 

rnf  t ifr da;Vu  °f  th?  year  were  aIso  dull  and  damp.  The 
1 aintall  for  the  month  was  moderate.” 

Table  I gives  the  Rainfall  figures  at  several  stations 
thioughout  the  County. 


Tauie  I.  -Rainfall  During  1920. 
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W.  Ballantine,  Esq., 

John  Cullen,  Esq.,  .. 
Do. 

Chas.  Massie,  Esq.,  . . 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Laurence  Pullar,  Esq  , 
R.  Kklston,  Esq., 

And.  H.  Gomlie,  Esq., 

Do. 

C.  Stirling,  Esq., 

Capt.  Mil.er  Stirling. . 
Mr.  P.  M ‘Cowan, 

J.  R.  Sutherland,  Esq., 
Do. 

Station. 

Laurieston,  Falkirk, 

Buckieburn  Reser\  oir,  . . 

Do.  Filters, 

Little  Denny  Filters, 

Do.  Reservoir,  . . 

Faughlin  Reservoir, 
Earlsburn  Reservoir, 

Lea,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
Victoria  Place,  Stirling', 
Waterworks.  Touch,  No.  1, 

Do.  Do.  No.  2, 

Gargunnock  House, 

Craigbarnet,  

Arngoinery,  . . 

Mugdock  Res’vr,  St’blane, 
Ben  Lomond, 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — Pending-  the  Renorf  nn  n 
be  taken  in  ,92,,  if  is  very  which  is 

of  the  population  From  h.'  ij  to  give  an  estimate 

however,  Uo fa'tl,- tZ  , , Registrar-General's  Returns. 

District,'  4,,c?.”o??he  K r™  for  ,he  C“-'< 

Western  District,  giving  a 

tt  °f  Sf°tla"d  *:  ■*»  rate 
Registrar-General  states  that  it  isT^  moreThan'that'of  itV 

those  of  the  preceding  ten  ve  rs  4aid  , ha,  t3"  of 

the  Scottish  Birth  Rate  of  all  years  sLbsequJm 

av  WThke  Se,Vn  'L°mu  Table  the  Cot"’'1'  Birth  Rate  was 

aSer«i?r«:ss 

For  Scotland,  as  a whole,  the  Death  Rate  was  14  ner  1000 
jet  recorded31  t0  ^ ^ 1(>WeSt  annual  Scottish  Death  Rate 


Table  II. — Births  and  Birth-Rates  per  1000  of  Population  within  the  County  of  Stirling, 

EXCLUSIVE  OF  BURGHS,  1915  1920. 
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VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  ,907. 


Under  the  above  Act  the  number  of  persons  who  intimated 
•conscientious  objection  to  vaccination  of  their  infant  children 

t h eS year  ^Ta hie  TV°Ut  °ne-third  of  the  children  born  during 
the  } ear.  Table  IV.  gives  a statement  of  the  numbers  of 

W th” 6aCh  Re£istration  District.  In  at 
least  the  Central  and  Eastern  Districts,  there  would  annear 
to  be  a slight  falling  off  in  the  way  of  conscientious  objectors 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  Smallpox  scare— but  I have  an  idea 
that  if  infantile  vaccination  were  offered  free  of  charee 
great  deal  of  these  conscientious  scruples  would  disappear'. 

Table  IV. -CONSCIENTIOUS  OBJECTORS  TO  VACCINATION. 


Central 

District. 

Eastern 

District. 

Westerx 

District. 

Bonny  bridge 

11 

Airth  

4 

Balfron  ... 

14 

■Cambusbarron  ... 

8 

Bonnybridge 

19 

Baldernock 

8 

Denny 

— 

Falkirk  ... 

53 

Buchanan 

6 

Dunipace 

7 

Grangemouth  ... 

101 

Campsie ... 

74 

•Gargunnock 

— 

Larbert  ... 

104 

Drymen 

18 

Haggs  

53 

Muiravonside  ... 

93 

Fintry  ... 

3 

Kilsyth  

30 

Slamannan 

42 

Killearn  ... 

9 

Kippen 

1 

Strathblane 

S 

Logie  

1 

St.  Ninians 

101 

Stirling  ... 

6 

Total 

218 

Total 

416 

Total 

140 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS. 

In  my  Report  lor  the  year  1919  I gave  a diagrammatic 
representation  of  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the 
County  for  the  years  1892  to  1919  (inclusive),  which  indicated 
that  we  might  expect  a rise  in  the  incidence  for  the  year  1920. 
In  this  we  have  not  been  disappointed.  In  1915  the  notifica- 
tion rate  per  1000  of  population  had  risen  to  the  height  of 
12.8,  from  which  it  fell  to  3.5  or  thereby  in  the  years  1917 
and  1918.  In  1919  it  rose  to  5.7,  and  in  1920  the  figure  was 
8.9,  which  is  just  equal  to  the  1916  rate,  as  predicted  in  my 
previous  Report. 

Table  \ . shows  the  rates  for  the  various  parishes  in  the 
County , the  highest  rate  being  that  for  the  parish  of  Gar- 
gunnock,  where  the  estimated  population  is  only  600,  and  in 
which  there  were  13  cases  of  infectious  disease.  This  table 
is  comparable  with  similar  tables  in  previous  reports,  and 
does  not  take  into  account  notifications  of  Tuberculosis, 
Chickenpox,  Malaria,  and  certain  other  diseases  recently 
made  notifiable. 
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Table  v;— Infectious  Disease  Notifications  per  1000  of  Popolatk 
(excluding  Notifications  of  Tubercnlosi.,  Chickeopox,  Malaria  and  rib 
Diseases  recently  made  Notifiable)  i*r  BACH  LVro™®  Parish  i 
Stirlingshire  for  the  Year  1020. 


i 


Parish. 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  OF 

Notifications 

Hate  per 
1000  of 
Population 

Gargunnock,  ...  

600 

13 

21  6 

Strathblane,  ... 

1,050 

19 

181 

Falkirk,. 

9,600 

132 

13-7 

Denny, 

5,700 

63 

11-0 

Baldernock,  

800 

7 

8-7 

Kippen.  

1,430 

12 

8-4 

Dunipace, 

675 

5 

7-4 

Balfron, 

1,200 

9 

7-4 

Grangemouth,  

9,700 

66 

6-8 

Kilsyth,  

3. '00 

21 

6 0 

Logie, 

1 ,350 

7 

51' 

Buchanan, 

800 

4 

5-0 

Muiravonside, 

6,100 

?o 

4 9 

Larbert,  

13, 'SO  J 

64 

4-9 

Slamannan, 

3,350  | 

14 

4-2 

Campsie, 

5,350 

21 

3-9 

Stirling, 

300 

1 

3-3 

Airth,  ...  

1,610 

5 

3-0 

Drymen,  

1,310 

4 

3-i) 

Killearn,  ... 

1,150 

3 

2-6 

St.  Ninians,  ... 

14,800 

246 

1-6 

Pintry, 

300 

0 

00 

Total,  

83,975 

746 

8 9 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

As  showing-  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  one  year  per  1000  births,  I have  brought  up 
to  date  the  following  Statement  (Table  VL),  which  gives  the 
statistics  as  to  births  as  well  as  the  figures  for  infantile 
deaths.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  first  five  years  of 
the  table  the  quinquennial  rates  in  the  County  and  in  each 
District  are  all  appreciably  lower  than  those  for  the  second 
quinquennial  period.  But  from  then  onwards  there  has  been 
for  the  County  as  a whole  a fairly  consistent  diminution  of 
the  quinquennial  rates  of  infantile  deaths.  This  is  very 
satisfactory,  but  against  it  is  to  be  placed  the  steady  diminu- 
tion of  the  birth  rate,  which  in  1892  and  1893  stood  at  36 
per  thousand  of  population  and  which  in  1914  (before  the 
effects  of  war  conditions  were  felt)  had  fallen  to  28.  For  the 
yea,r  under  review,  the  County  is  congratulating  itself  on  a 
birth  rate  of  27.2,  after  the  last  five  more  or  less  barren  years. 

Tables  VII.,  VIII'.,  and  IX.  are  reproductions  of  the 
Returns  of  Infantile  Mortality  asked  for  by  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health.  Taking  the  three  tables  together,  it  will 
be  seen  that  two  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  measles,  three  to 
whooping-cough,  five  to  tuberculosis,  and  one  to  erysipelas. 
Amongst  the  non-infectious  diseases,  the  group  showing  the 
greatest  number  of  deaths  is  that  dealing  with  premature 
birth,  atrophy,  debility,  etc.  From  these  causes  the  deaths 
amounted  to  no  less  than  76  out  of  the  total  166.  Just 
about  one-half  of  all  these  deaths  occurred  before  the  infants 
were  four  weeks  old. 
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Table  VI.— Births  and  Birth-Rates  and  Deaths  under  One  Year  per  1000  Births,  1S9R1920. 
Central  District.  Eastern  District.  Western  District.  County. 
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CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 

Table  VII,  RETURN  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  for  the  Year 
Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1,  and  under  2 
Weeks 

2,  and  under  3 
Weeks 

3,  and  under  4 
Weeks 

Total  under  4 
Weeks 

4 Weeks,  and  under 
3 Months 

3,  and  under  0 
Months 

6,  and  under  9 
Months 

9,  and  under  12 
Months 

Total  Deaths  under 
1 Year 

in  (Certified  ... 

1 19 

7 

4 

3 

33 

10 

4 

7 

4 

58 

^ Uncertified 

... 

... 

C Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Chiekenpox 

1 Measles  ... 

d Scarlet  Ftever  ... 

... 

j Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

l Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

i 

1 

1 

j Tuberculous  Meningitis 

. . . 

i 

1 

1 Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 

eases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 

culous) 

2 

1 

3 

•Convulsions 

1 

1 

j 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

2 

2 

i 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

i 

i 

i 

1 

3 

Laryngitis 

( Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

3 

2 

2 

i 

3 

1 Other  Digestive  Diseases  ( 

1 

i 

1 

( Congenital  Malformations 

3 

1 

4 

4 

1 Premature  Birth 

1(1 

3 

2 

i 

10 

IB 

j Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

Marasmus  .. 

3 

1 

i 

5 

3 

] 

9 

Atelectasis  

Injury  at  Birth... 

... 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

Syphilis  ... 

Rickets  . 

All  other  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Total 

19 

7 

4 

3 

33 

10 

u 

4 

7 

4 

58 

Net  Births  in  the  Year 
Net  Deaths  in  the  Year 


( Legitimate,  795. 

1 Illegitimate,  43. 

/ Legitimate  Infants,  57. 
t Illegitimate  Infants,  1. 


20 


EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Table  VIII.— RETURN  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  HOB  thk  Year 
Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1,  and  under  2 
Weeks 

2,  and  under  3 
Weeks 

3,  and  under  4 
Weeks 

Total  under  4 
Weeks 

4 Weeks,  and  under 
3 Months 

sc 

« 

£ X 

X x 

X 

All  Causes  /keifcified  ... 

V Uncertified 

26 

6 

7 

1 

40 

15 

15 

8 

16 

94 

. Smallpox  

... 

I Chickenpox 

. . . 

... 

... 

J Measles  ... 

i 

1 

2 

j Scarlet  Fever  ... 

( Whooping  Cough 

l 

i 

... 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

f Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

| Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

i 

l 

2 

1 Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 
^ eases 

i 

1 

2. 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous) 

1 

2 

3 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

l 

1 

i 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

(5 

Bronchitis  

i 

3 

1 

3 

8 

Laryngitis  

... 

• . . 

... 

... 

1 . . 

f Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

i 

2 

2 

5 

/ Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

i 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

j"  Congenital  Malformations 

1 

i 

... 

... 

1' 

| Premature  Birth 

7 

2 

4 

13 

3 

i 

17 

j Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
V.  Marasmus  ... 

12 

2 

1 

15 

2 

3 

1 

i 

22 

Atelectasis  

Injury  at  Birth 

... 

Suffocation,  overlying 

i 

... 

1 

Syphilis 

• « 

... 

Packets  ... 

All  other  Causes 

4 

i 

1 

1 

7 

i 

1 

1 

i 

ii 

Total 

26 

6 

3 

1 

40 

15 

15 

S 

16 

94 

Net  Births  in  the  Year 
Net  Deaths  in  the  Year 


f Legitimate.  1123. 

\ Illegitimate,  76. 

/Legitimate  Infants,  — . 

/Illegitimate  Infants,  Full  information. 

not  available. 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

Table  IX.  RETURN  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  for  the  Year 
Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


Cause  of  Death. 


O 


S 

G co 

r— 


<D 


•n 
s & 

3 

1 § 

5S 


t3  g 
c o 
*2 


=3  ^ 


(= 


All  Causes 


f Certified ... 
\ Uncertified 


r Smallpox 

I Chickenpox  

J Measles  ...  ... 

| Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
' Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas  

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 
J Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
| Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 
V eases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous)   

Convulsions  

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

f Diarrlicea  and  Enteritis 
1 Other  Digestive  Diseases 
( Congenital  Malformations 
J Premature  Birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
l Marasmus  ... 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  Birth 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

All  other  Causes 


Total 


10 


10 


14 


1 1 
3 


4 

14 


Net  Births  in  the  Year 


/Legitimate,  216. 
(Illegitimate,  15. 
/Legitimate  Infants,  12. 
(Illegitimate  Infants,  2. 


Net  Deaths  in  the  Year 


1 Year 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  MEDICAL  AND  NURSING 

SERVICES. 

Much  time  and  thought  have  been  given  to  the  question  of 
co-ordination  of  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Services  of  the 
County.  It  was  demonstrated  to  the  bodies  concerned, 
namely,  the  County  Tuberculosis  Committee,  the  Joint  Child 
Welfare  Committee  for  the  County,  and  the  County  Education 
Authority,  that  for  each  to  appoint  a separate  medical  and 
nursing  staff  would  be  extremely  wasteful,  and  would  even 
be  detrimental  to  the  professional  interests  of  the  members 
of  the  various  staffs. 

That  being  so,  the  three  bodies  named  sent  representatives 
to  a conference  which  considered  the  scheme  of  co-ordination 
as  set  forth  in  a memorandum  by  me.  The  following  is  the 
Report  of  the  Conference  : — 

In  accordance  with  the  Remit  from  their  constituent 
Authorities,  the  Representatives  appointed  by  the  Stirling 
County  Council,  Stirlingshire  Education  Authority,  and  Stir- 
lingshire Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Joint  Com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  upon  the  proposed  scheme  for 
the  co-ordination  of  the  County  Medical  Services,  as  set  forth 
in  the  Memoranda  prepared  by  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
beg  to  report  as  follows  : — 

“ A Conference  between  the  Representatives  was  held  on 
20th  January,  1920,  when  it  appeared  that  under  the  scheme 
submitted  by  Dr  Adam  it  was  proposed  that  four  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  — who  should  act  as  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  of  Public  Health — and  six  Nurses  should  be  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  duties  in  connection  with  Treatment  of  Tuber- 
culosis, Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  and  School 
Medical  Inspection;  that  the  County  should  be  divided  into 
four  Districts,  viz.  : — 

(1)  Western  District,  along  with  the  Parishes  and 
Burghs  of  Denny  and  Dunipace  and  Kilsyth  ; 

(2)  The  remainder  of  the  Central  District,  with  the 
Burghs  of  Bridge  of  Allan  and  Stirling; 

(3)  Larbert,  Airth,  and  Grangemouth  Parishes,  with 
the  Burgh  of  Grangemouth,  and 

(4)  Falkirk,  Muiravonside,  and  Slamannan  Parishes, 
with  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk; 

and  that  one  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  one  Nurse  should 
be  allocated  to  each  of  the  two  first-named  Districts,  and  one 
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Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  tw 
latter  Districts. 


o Nurses  to  each  of  the  two- 


The  Conference,  being-  of  opinion  that  a scheme  of  co- 
ordination such  as  was  outlined  in  the  Medical  Officer’s 
Memorandum  was  desirable,  resolved  to  recommend  to  the 
respective  constituent  Authorities  the  appointment  of  the  four 
Medical  Assistants  and  six  Nurses,  and  their  allocation  to 
Districts  as  suggested.  The  question  of  the  apportionment  of 
the  cost  amongst  the  different  bodies  was,  however,  reserved 
‘tf  bemg  remitted  to  Dr  Adam,  the  County  Clerk,  the  Clerk 
ot  the  Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Joint  Committee 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  Education  Authority  to  prepare  and 
submit  a report  with  regard  to  the  expenses  of  the  scheme 
and  proposed  allocation  thereof. 

“ A further  Conference  was  held  on  9th  April,  1920,  when 
this  latter  Report  (print  ot  which  is  hereto  appended)  was  sub- 
mitted and  considered.  The  Conference,  after  fully  consider- 
ing the  Report,  agreed  to  approve  of  the  allocation  of  the  cost 
as  therein  recommended,  and  also  of  the  periods  suggested  at 
which  the  allocation  might  be  reconsidered. 

“ M ith  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  Joint  Committee 
ot  Control,  the  Conference  were  of  opinion  that  the  Joint 
Committee  to  be  appointed  under  the  scheme  should  consist 
of  three  Members  from  the  County  Council,  as  representing 
the  County  Tuberculosis  Committee,  and  one  Member 
appointed  by  the  County  Council,  as  representing  the  Public 
Health  Authority,  with  three  Representatives  from  each  of 
the  other  bodies,  and  tffiit  they  should  have  all  powers 
necessary  for  carrying  out  the  efficient  working  of  the  scheme, 
including  power  to  appoint  and  remove  Officers,  but  that 
with  regard  to  expenditure  the  Joint  Committee  should  at  the 
beginning  of  each  year  submit  an  Estimate  of  the  proposed 
expenditure  for  the  following  year  to  the  various  Authorities 
for  approval,  and  that  no  expenditure  in  excess  of  the 
approved  Estimate  should  be  incurred  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee without  consent  of  the  combining  Authorities. 

I he  Conference  was  informed  that  the  figures  as  to  the 
estimated  salaries  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  and 
Nurses,  given  in  the  Tables  appended  to  the  Report,  would 
require  to  be  increased,  in  view  of  the  revised  Scale  of  Salaries 
now  being  fixed.  Taking  the  salaries  of  each  of  the  Assistant 
Medical  Officers  at  ^500  and  of  the  Nurses  at  ^160  per 
annum,  and  adding  the  proportion  of  the  Medical  Officer’s 
salary  allocated  to  each  of  the  Authorities,  the  total  cost  of 
the  scheme  for  the  first  year,  as  shown  in  appended  Table,  is 


-estimated  at  ^'4050,  which  would  be  payable  in  the  following- 
proportions  : — (1)  County  Council — (a)  Public  Health,  ^.'50; 
(b)  Tuberculosis  Committee,  /'1160;  (2)  Education  Authority, 
^1360;  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  Committee, 
^1480,  and  it  is  suggested  that  for  the  first  year  this 
estimate  be  approved  by  the  respective  Authorities. 

“ The  Conference  also  approved  of  the  suggestion  that  if 
any  Authority  was  dissatisfied  with  any  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mittee, such  Authority  should  have  power  within  a stated 
time  to  submit  the  resolution  for  review  by  the  Covernment 
Departments  interested. 

“ It  was  further  considered  that  the  Joint  Committee  should 
have  power  to  requisition  the  various  Authorities  for  their 
proportion  of  the  expenditure  as  shown  in  the  Estimates,  and 
that  for  the  purpose  of  their  administration  the  Committee 
should  have  power  to  appoint  a Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

“ With  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  scheme,  the  Confer- 
ence were  of  opinion  that  no  Authority  should  be  entitled  to 
withdraw  from  the  scheme  except  on  twelve  months’  written 
notice  to  the  other  Authorities. 

“ The  Representatives  beg  to  recommend  accordingly  to 
their  constituent  Authorities,  and  that  the  necessary  steps 
should  be  taken  to  have  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  and  Education  Department,  and  put  into 
operation,  either  under  an  agreement  between  the  various 
Authorities  approved  of  by  these  Government  Departments 
or  otherwise  as  may  be  determined. 

“ EDWIN  BOLTON,  Chairman  of  Conference.” 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  matter  was  still  under 
consideration. 
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The  actual  cost  would  then  be  allocated  in  the  following  proportions  : — 

To  School  Medical  Inspection,  Jots  — ‘34  of  £4000  £1360 
To  Tuberculosis  Committee,  ...  -Jfff  — '20  of  £4000-  £1160 
To  Maternity  Service,  ...  — '37  of  £4000- £1480 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  Scheme  of  Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  has 
not  yet  been  fully  developed,  as  the  working  of  this  scheme  is 
dependent  to  a great  extent  on  the  carrying  out  of  mv  scheme 
of  co-ordination  of  the  medical  services  of  the  Countv  already 
referred  to. 

In  the  meantime.,  of  course,  the  Act  is  given  effect  to  so 
far  as  the  notification  of  births  is  concerned,  and  I have 
frequently  called  in  the  services  of  the  School  Nurses  (who 
have  both  the  C.M.B.  Certificate)  in  the  way  of  visiting  at 
the  homes  of  infants,  and  giving  advice  and  help  to  mothers. 

-At  the  village  of  Bannockburn,  a Child  Welfare  Centre 
has  been  successfully  carried  on  by  private  effort.  During 
the  year  28  babies  were  added  to  the  register.  Very  little 
visiting,  however,  has  been  able  to  be  done  by  the  Nurse 
who  has  her  other  duties  as  a Queen’s  Jubilee  Nurse  to 
attend  to. 

An  excellent  little  clinic  has  also  been  established  at  Fallin, 
m St  Ninians  parish.  The  work  here  is  done  very  efficiently, 
and  the  premises  are  very  suitable,  the  use  of  the  School 
Medical  Inspection  Room,  together  with  an  adjoining  class- 
room having  been  granted  by  the  County  Education 
Authority.  For  the  year  1920,  twenty-six  clinics  were  held, 
and  sixty-nine  babies  received  attention,  the  total  number  of 
attendances  amounting  to  326.  In  addition  to  this.  Nurse 
Graham  made  495  domiciliary  visits. 


PROVISION  OF  MILK  FOR  .NECESSITOUS  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN. 

In  December,  1919,  a circular  was  issued  by  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Board  were 
concerned  lest  the  issue  by  the  Food  Controller  of  a recent 
Order  raising  the  maximum  price  of  milk  “ should  result  in 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers  and  children  who  would 
be  precluded  through  lack  of  means  from  obtaining  a supply 
ol  milk  sufficient  for  their  needs.”  The  Board/ therefore, 
impressed  on  Local  Authorities  the  importance  of  making  the 
fullest  use  of  the  powers  they  possess  to  insure  that  mothers 
and  children  in  their  area  obtained  the  supply  of  milk  neces- 
s.u  \ loi  maintenance  in  health.  The  circular  duly  came 
before  my  Local  Authorities,  and  on  their  instructions  I cir- 
1 ularised  the  medical  men  and  midwives  in  the  County, 
asking  if  they  would  be  good  enough  to  report  to  me  the 
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case  of  any  expectant  or  nursing-  mother,  who,  in  their 
opinion,  required  an  additional  supply  of  milk,  but  who  was 
unable  to  provide  such  additional  supply,  or  of  any  child 
under  five  years  of  ag-e  who  required  an  additional  supply  of 
milk,  but  whose  parents  were  unable  to  provide  the  same. 

Twenty-one  necessitous  cases  were  brought  to  mv  notice, 
and  in  e\er\  instance  a pint  or  two  of  milk  extra  per  day 
was  allowed  after  careful  investigation  had  been  made  into 
the  family  circumstances.  For  this  purpose  I had  to  ask  my 
School  Medical  Inspection  Nurses  to  help.  Each  grant  of 
milk  was  made  in  the  first  place  for  a period  of  three  months, 
and  in  several  cases  the  grant  was  renewed  for  a further 
period  of  three  months  or  more.  In  14  instances  the  extra 
milk  was  required  for  children  under  five  years  of  age;  and  hi 
seven  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  both  nursing  mothers  and 
children. 


MID  WIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  my  Annual  Report  to  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  Local  Supervising  Authorities  of  the  Central,  Eastern, 
and  Western  Districts  of  the  County  of  Stirling,  and  of  the 
Burghs  of  Denny  and  Dunipace  and  Bridge  of  Allan  for  the 
year  1920  : — 

The  number  of  midwives  who  have  during  the  month  of 
January,  1921,  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise 
within  the  above  districts  and  burghs  is  50. 

“ The  proportion  of  the  total  live  births  attended  by  mid- 
wives was  approximately  48  per  cent. 

Medical  assistance  was  sought  by  midwives  in  connection 
with  20  eases.  1 he  emergency  in  three  cases  referred  to 
difficult  labour,  three  to  feebleness,  three  to  breech  presenta- 
tion, two  to  incomplete  abortion,  two  to  post-partum 
haemorrhage,  and  one  each  to  contracted  pelvis,  cross  birth, 
discharge  from  eyes,  torn  perineum,  persistent  occipito- 
posterior  presentation,  uterine  inertia,  and  prolapse  of  cord. 

Only  two  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified 
by  midwives,  and  in  each  case  a medical  man  was  attending 
to  the  patient.  This  is  equal  to  about  .2  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births  notified  by  midwives.  The  number  of  cases  of 
ophthalmia  notified  by  medical  men  amounted  to  approxi- 
mately .7  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  births  notified  by  medical 
men. 
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No  case  of  puerperal  septicaemia  was  brought  to  mv 
notice  during  the  year. 

“ The  number  of  still-births  notified  by  midwives  was  8, 
equal  to  one  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  notified  by  mid  wives. 

“ So  far,  I myself  am  the  only  Inspector  of  Midwives  in  the 
areas  mentioned,  and  the  question  of  salary  for  this  particular 
duty  has  not  been  under  consideration. 

“As  in  former  years,  I have  occasionally  had  the  assist- 
ance of  my  School  Nurses  in  visiting  midwives  in  the  course 
of  their  other  duties,  but  so  far  I have  not  been  able  to  give 
as  much  attention  as  I would  like  to  the  supervision  of  mid- 
wives.” 

SMALLPOX. 

In  April  an  epidemic  of  smallpox  began  in  Glasgow,  the 
origin  of  the  outbreak  being  traced  to  two  sources,  one  a ship 
from  India,  and  another  a ship  from  Egypt.  Before  the 
middle  of  May  the  cases  had  increased  to  well  over  ioo  in 
Glasgow.  Such  a spread  was  to  be  anticipated  from  the  fact 
that  the  greater  number  of  the  earlier  cases  could  not  be 
traced  as  having  any  connection  with  one  another,  the  infer- 
ence being  that  there  must  have  been  mild  unrecognised 
•cases.  The  cases  reported  were  also  from  areas  widely 
apart.  For  these  reasons  there  was  ground  for  fearing  not 
only  that  the  disease  would  reach  serious  dimensions  in 
Glasgow  (which  it  latterly  did)  but  that  it  would  spread  to 
other  parts  of  Scotland. 

The  cases  reported  were  mostly  of  a rather  malignant  type. 
The  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  in  a circular  to  Medical  Officers 
of  Health,  stated  that  the  type  of  the  disease  was  severe  with 
■considerable  fatality  and  presumably  with  infectivity  broadly 
corresponding  to  the  severity. 

It  was  too  much  to  hope  that  Stirlingshire  would  entirely 
escape,  and  preparations  were  accordingly  pushed  forward 
with  regard  to  hospital  accommodation  and  free  vaccination 
in  anticipation  of  the  disease  coming. 

In  May,  a case  of  smallpox,  a lad  from  Glasgow,  was 
diagnosed  in  the  burgh  of  Falkirk,  and  was  notified  to  the 
Medical  Officer  there.  As  we  had  a joint  agreement  with  the 
burgh  of  Falkirk  for  the  hospital  isolation  of  smallpox,  the 
case  was  treated  at  Taylorton  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  on  the 
banks  of  the  Forth,  fully  two  miles  from  Stirling. 

Not  until  September,  however,  did  the  disease  really  invade 
the  County  boundaries. 
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On  the  2nd  September  I was  asked  to  examine  two  cases  of 
doubtful  illness  in  Broad  Street,  Stirling-.  These  turned  out 
to  be  cases  of  smallpox.  In  inquiring  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
disease,  I was  able  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  source 
of  infection  was  a girl  in  Denny,  who  had  had  an  eruption  on 
her  face,  body,  and  limbs.  I at  once  communicated  with  the 
local  doctor,  informing  him  of  my  suspicions,  and  I had  word 
from  him  that  another  member  of  the  family,  the  father,  was 
also  ill  with  what  appeared  to  be  smallpox.  On  visiting-,  I 
confirmed  the  diagnosis.  The  patients  were  all  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  with  regard  to  con- 
tacts and  disinfection.  A very  active  crusade  was  also  com- 
menced for  vaccination  and  revaccination,  and  in  this  I was 
greatly  assisted  by  the  good  sense  of  most  of  the  people.  The 
result  was  that  there  were  no  further  cases  in  the  burgh  of 
Stirling  cr  in  the  burgh  of  Denny. 

The  next  cases  in  the  County  arose  in  the  Slamannan 
district.  On  Sunday,  5th  September,  I was  asked  urgently 
to  see  two  cases  of  suspicious  illness  at  a dairy  farm,  both 
adults,  aged  39  and  25  years  respectively.  These  were  also 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  smallpox,  and  were  removed. 
Inquiry  showed  that  the  father  of  the  two  cases,  who  was 
aged  73,  had  taken  to  bed  on  the  18th  August,  and  had  had 
a rash  on  the  20th.  He  had  died  on  the  28th  August,  and 
the  funeral  was  on  the  1st  September.  The  description  given 
of  the  father’s  illness  leaves  no  doubt  that  he  had  died  of 
smallpox.  He  had,  however,  never  been  away  from  his  farm 
except  that  on  the  3rd  August  he  had  visited  Coatbridge  and 
Airdrie,  and  had  been  for  a time  at  Coatbridge  Market. 

On  the  7th  September  I saw  another  case  at  Brownrigg, 
Slamannan,  the  patient  being  a lad  of  16  years.  He  worked 
at  the  dairy  farm  referred  to  above,  and  lived  at  home  at 
Brownrigg.  On  the  9th  a still  further  case  arose,  the  patient 
being  the  wife  of  one  of  the  two  first  cases.  She  had  been 
vaccinated  as  a contact,  and,  fortunately  for  her,  the  vaccina- 
tion and  the  smallpox  ran  concurrently  with  the  development 
of  vaccination  slightly  in  front,  the  result  being  that  this  was 
a very  mild  case.  At  the  funeral  of  the  undiagnosed  case 
there  was  a large  number  of  contacts  whose  names  and 
addresses  were  obtained,  and  those  who  lived  in  areas  out- 
with  the  County  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
districts  concerned.  In  our  own  area  three  contacts  developed 
smallpox,  and  were  removed,  and  I heard  from  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Airdrie  that  three  contact  cases  developed  smallpox 
in  his  burgh. 

There  were,  no  further  cases  in  Slamannan  district. 
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Bein^  in  Slamannan  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  September, 
doing  work  among  the  contacts,  I heard  that  there  was  to  be  a 
miners’  meeting  at  seven  o’clock  to  consider  what  steps  should 
be  taken  in  view  of  the  smallpox  outbreak.  On  hearing  that 
Jawcraig  Colliery  had  been  closed  on  the  Mondav  and 
Tuesday,  I decided  to  wait  to  the  meeting,  and  to  talk  the 
matter  over  with  the  men.  1 here  were  fullv  500  present,  and 
it  was  a most  successful  meeting  from  every  point  of  view, 
the  result  being  that  the  miners  returned  to  their  work  the 
following  morning. 

The  next  case  in  the  County  arose  at  Stenhousemuir,  the 
patient  being  a young  man,  20  years  of  age,  whom  I was 
called  to  see  on  the  16th  instant.  The  lad  was  a clerk  in  the 
Gas  Department  of  Carron  Company’s  offices,  and  had  been 
at  his  work  regularly.  It  was  found  out,  however,  that  on 
Sunday,  the  29th  August,  he  had  been  at  a picnic  to  Loch- 
earnhead,  largely  composed  of  young  people  from  Dennv,  and 
in  connection  with  a music  class.  It  was  further  discovered 
that  the  mother  and  brother  of  the  original  case  of  smallpox 
in  Denny  were  at  the  picnic,  that  is  to  say,  at  a time  when 
the  daughter  wras  ill  at  home.  1 he  case  was  at  once  removed 
to  hospital. 

The  last  case  was  removed  from  Larbert  district  on  the  29th 
September.  That  case  was  much  modified  by  having  been 
vaccinated  a day  or  two  after  receiving  the  smallpox  infection. 

1 he  smallpox  incubation  and  the  vaccination  ran  concurrently, 
but  the  vaccination  developed  somewhat  ahead  of  the  small- 
pox, with  the  result  that  the  smallpox  papules  soon  shrivelled 
up  and  dried. 

By  the  middle  of  October  I was  able  to  report  that  the 
County  and  burghs  of  Stirlingshire  were  clear  of  smallpox. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Taylorton  was  closed  on  the  18th 
October. 

In  conclusion,  I would  say  that  my  having  been  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  the  smallpox  outbreak  in  the  County 
as  a whole  was  of  undoubted  benefit  in  limiting  the  spread. 

Free  Vaccination. — In  a circular  from  the  Scottish  Board 
•of  Health,  of  date  24th  April,  it  was  stated  that  “ every 
encouragement  and  assistance  should  be  given  to  promote 
vaccination,  and  arrangements  for  the  free  vaccination  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  should  be  made  so  that  they  can  be 
.brought  into  operation  immediately,  if  necessary.” 
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I he  circular  was  considered  by  all  three  District  Com- 
mittees, and  it  was  agreed  by  each  to  offer  free  vaccination 
as  recommended  by  the  Board.  1 communicated  with  the 
medical  practitioners  in  the  County,  asking  them  to  carry 
c.ut  the  scheme  of  tree  vaccination,  and  intimating*  that  a fee 
of  2 6 would  be  allowed  for  each  vaccination  performed  in  the 
rase  of  non-panel  patients.  A bill  giving  publicity  to  the 
Committee’s  offer  was  prepared,  and  posted  up  in  all  populous 
places.  \ ery  full  advantage  was  taken  of  the  offer  in  all 
three  districts.  In  the  Central  District  the  number  of  free 
vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  up  till  the  end  of  1920  was 
3426;  in  the  Eastern  District,  6079;  and  in  the  Western 
District,  1020,  giving  a total  for  the  County  of  10,525,  at  a 
cost  of  £,1315  12s  6d.  This  means  that  approximately  one- 
eighth  ot  the  whole  population  were  vaccinated  or  re-vaccin- 
ated. \ accine  lymph  for  the  purpose  of  free  vaccination  was 
supplied  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  to  Local  Authorities 
gratis. 

Smallpox  Hospital  Accommodation. — In  my  last  Annual 
Report  I detailed  the  arrangements  that  had  been  made  with 
regard  to  smallpox  hospital  accommodation.  Early  in  1920, 
cn  the  initiative  of  Falkirk  Corporation,  a combination  was 
ioimed  of  all  the  Local  Authorities,  landward  and  burghal,  in 
the  County,  with  the  exception  of  the  Town  Councils  of 
Grangemouth  and  Stirling.  This  combination  had  just  been 
completed  when  the  first  case  of  smallpox,  notified  in  the 
burgh  of  Falkirk,  had  to  be  accommodated.  In  addition  to 
the  permanent  buildings  at  Taylorton,  the  County  Combina- 
tion acquired  two  large  Army  Huts,  each  60  feet  by  20  feet  by 
10  feet,  which  were  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  Smallpox 
Hospital,  and  which  are  calculated  to  afford  ample  accom- 
modation under  almost  any  conceivable  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances. 
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PREVENTION,  DETECTION,  AND  TREATMENT 
OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Death  Rates. — In  my  Report  for  1919  it  was  shown  that 
the  death  rate  from  phthisis  had  fallen  from  1.6  per  1000  of 
population  in  1891  to  0.4  in  1919,  and  that  from  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  the  figures  were  0.9  in  1891  and  0.3  in  1919. 
For  the  year  1920  the  death  rate  was  slightly  higher  from 
phthisis,  but  from  the  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  a further 
decrease  is  shown,  the  rates  being  0.54  and  0.32  respectively. 
For  the  whole  of  Scotland,  I observe  that  the  death  rate 
from  phthisis  was  0.86,  and  for  other  tuberculous  diseases 
0.38.  These  rates  are  the  lowest  on  record. 

Notification  and  Treatment. — Table  X.  gives  the  statistics 
as  to  the  number  of  notifications  of  phthisis  received  in  each 
district  since  1912,  when  the  disease  became  notifiable.  In 
all,  738  persons  have  been  notified  to  me.  Of  these  467  have 
died  or  left  the  district,  leaving  on  the  register  as  at  1st 
January,  1921,  271. 


Table  X.-COUNTY  OF  STIRLING-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

1920. 


District  of 
County. 

Total 

Notifications 

1912-1919. 

Notifications. 

Cases 

Remaining. 

Age  Groups. 

1920 

Total. 

Died. 

Left 

Dis’t. 

—5 

5 — 15 

15 — 25  25 — 45 

I 

45-  60  60  + 

/M.  5S 

9 

14 

j 28 

5 

2 

Central 

249 

30 

279 

160 

17 

IF.  44 

1 

11 

13 

14 

4 

1 

i-M.  83 

1 

10 

25 

3S 

7 

2 

Eastern 

312 

44 

358 

189 

33 

»F.  51 

8 

20 

20 

2 

1 

1 M.  21 

6 

12 

3 

Western 

93 

11 

104 

58 

11 

If.  14 

... 

5 

8 

1 

... 

654 

85 

739 

407 

61 

271 

0 

3S 

S3 

120 

22 

6 

During  the  year  there  were  sent  to  sanatoria  and  other 
institutions  55  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Of  these, 
five  were  npn-pulmonary  and  50  pulmonary.  1 wenty-four 
of  the  patients  were  from  the  Central  District,  30  were  from 
the  Eastern  District,  and  one  from  the  V estern. 

On  the  following  page  is  a Note  of  the  Cases  treated. 
Each  case  is  indicated  by  its  register  number,  the  secpnd  part 
of  the  number  denoting  the  year  in  which  the  case  was  notified- 


1920. 
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SANATORIUM  AND  HOSPITAL  TREATMENT, 

Resistor'  ’ 


No.  Sex  Age 


Remarks. 


Central  District. 


17/19 

F. 

17 

3/20 

F. 

10 

21  11 

F. 

23 

7/20 

M. 

51 

32/19 

M. 

36 

10/20 

F. 

12 

41/19 

F. 

30 

10/15 

F. 

16 

9/19 

F. 

31 

11  20 

M: 

53 

15/20 

M. 

42 

81/15 

F. 

17 

38  19 

M. 

27 

16/20 

M. 

60 

33  19 

M. 

22 

17, 18 

M. 

25 

10,  20 

M. 

6 

315  20  (s.) 

F. 

34 

30  20 

M. 

20 

17  16 

F. 

17 

28  20 

F. 

63 

29/20 

M. 

38 

23/18 

M. 

53 

11  20 

M. 

36 

E\~tcrn  District. 

1 20 

M. 

15 

3 19 

M. 

25 

18  11 

M. 

41 

1/20 

F. 

49 

9/20 

M. 

18 

21  19 

M. 

45 

8 19 

M. 

10 

11  20 

F. 

26 

22  19 

M. 

39 

13  20 

F. 

14 

18  18  (c.s. 

) F. 

14 

16  20 

F. 

30 

15  20 

M. 

21 

7 19 

M. 

60 

17  20 

M. 

29 

255  19  (s.) 

M. 

27 

18  20 

M. 

12 

21  20 

F. 

13 

i 

12 

M. 

16 

23 

20 

M. 

16 

21 

20 

M. 

13 

12 

20 

\l. 

3 

28 

20 

F. 

25 

30 

20 

M. 

31 

35 

20 

F. 

21 

27a 

20 

F. 

30 

29 

20 

F. 

22 

33 

20 

F. 

26 

32 

20 

M. 

16 

11 

20 

M. 

10 

Wes 

TERN  DlSTRIC 

T. 

9 

19 

M. 

44 

Note.— The 


Where  Treated 

Hillside. 

Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 
Uppcrtown. 
Camelon. 

Hillside. 

Hillside. 

Manor  Valley. 
Manor  Valley. 
Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 
Manor  Valley. 
Manor  Valley. 
Ipperlown. 

Hillside. 

Camelon. 

Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 

Ca  melon. 

Manor  Valley. 
Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 
Manor  Valley. 

Camelon. 

Camelon. 

Falkirk  Infirmary. 
Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 
Manor  Valley. 
Falkirk  Infirmary. 
Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 
Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 
Camelon. 

Ca  melon. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 
Camelon  and  Manor 
\ alley. 

Manor  Valley  (two 
periods). 

Ipperlown. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 
Camelon. 

Camelon. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  \ alley. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 

Manor  Valley. 

Falkirk  Infirmary. 

Manor  Valley, 
letters  (N.  I\)  mean 


Slightly  improved. 
Improved. 

Much  improved.  (Retained 
as  maid  at  Institution). 
Died  day  after  admission. 
Improved. 

Improved. 

Not  improved. 

Not  much  improved. 

Great  improvement. 
Improved. 

I)  fed. 

Much  improved. 

Much  improved. 

Died. 

Improved. 

Improved. 

Died  (N.P.) 

Improved. 

Died. 

Died. 

Died. 

Died. 

Improved. 

Improved. 

Much  improved. 

Died. 

Died  (N.P.) 

Improved. 

Much  improved. 

Improved.  Left  district. 
Improved  (N.P.) 

Slight  improvement. 

I mproved. 

Died. 

Much  improved. 

Died. 

Died. 

Great  improvement. 
Improved. 

I mproved. 

Did  not  do  well. 

Slightly  improved  first 
period.  (Slill  under  treat- 
ment.) 

Improved. 

Improved. 

Great  improvement. 

Much  improved  (N.P.) 

Died. 

Much  improved. 

Great  improvement. 

Great  improvement. 

Slight  improvement. 

Slill  under  treatment. 

Slill  under  treatment. 

Do.  (N.P.) 

imp  ro  vement. 


Great 
Non-Pulmonaiy. 


C 
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From  the  foregoing  list  it  will  be  seen  that  much  benefit  to 
the  patients  has  resulted  from  their  institutional  treatment. 
Fourteen  out  of  the  55  patients  treated  derived  great  improve- 
ment ; 20  were  definitely  the  better  of  their  treatment ; 3 did 
not  do  very  well  ; 14  died  ; and  4 patients  were  still  under 
treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  With  regard  to  the  14 
deaths  which  occurred,  9 of  these  were  of  very  acute  bed- 
ridden cases,  which  I had  sent  to  Camelon  for  hospital  treat- 
ment— one  of  them  being  a non-pulmonary  case ; one  was  a 
non-pulmonary  case  admitted  to  Falkirk  Infirmary  for  opera- 
tion, while  the  other  three  who  died  received  treatment  at 
Manor  Valley  Sanatorium,  Peebles,  one  of  the  deaths 
occurring  the  day  after  admission  to  the  Sanatorium. 


Domiciliary  Treatment. — Sixteen  patients  received  periods 
of  domiciliary  treatment  for  varying  periods,  the  cost  of  13  of 
the  cases  being  borne  by  the  Insurance  Committee.  It  has 
been  the  practice  to  grant  this  benefit  for  a period  of  12  weeks 
in  the  first  instance,  an  extension  of  time  being  given  if 
thought  necessary,  but  in  most  cases  this  treatment  ceases 
at  the  end  of  the  12  weeks. 

Sanatorium  Accommodation. — The  former  annual  Report 
gave  a full  account  of  the  negotiations  leading  up  to  the  com- 
bination of  Stirling  County,  Stirling  Burgh,  and  Clack- 
mannan County  for  the  purpose  of  providing  accommodation 
for  the  treatment  of  tuberculous  cases  by  the  erection  of  a 
sanatorium  or  otherwise. 

A site  for  a sanatorium  had  been  selected  near  the  Barr- 
wood,  at  an  elevation  of  about  300  feet,  and  a little  to  the  west 
of  the  Stirling-Denny  road.  Plans  were  prepared  and 
approved,  but  just  then  the  Great  War  broke  out,  and  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  then  Local  Government  Board  the 
whole  matter  was  deferred. 

When  peace  was  restored  the  question  was  again  taken  up, 
but  it  was  found  that  prices  had  soared  so  high  that  the  Joint 
Sanatorium  Committee  considered  the  erection  quite  imprac- 
ticable for  the  time  being.  In  spite  of  all  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee’s efforts  in  the  way  of  modifying  the  plans  the  costs 
could  not  be  materially  lessened. 

The  Scottish  Board  of  Health  were,  however,  urging  upon 
all  Local  Health  Authorities  the  necessity  of  providing  suit- 
able accommodation  for  tuberculous  cases,  if  not  by  the 
erection  of  a new  sanatorium,  then  by  other  means. 
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In  the  latter  half  of  1920  it  was  reported  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee .that  the  Ochil  Hills  Sanatorium  was  in  the  market 
“ [s  ^tufted  at  an  elevation  of  840  feet  on  a spur  of  the 
Uchil  Hills,  overlooking-  Milnathort,  from  which  it  is  distant 
3!  miles. 

The  sanatorium  consists  of  two  portions  : first,  the  main 
buildings,  solidly  built  of  stone,  and  secondly,  the  Coppins 
jreen  portion,  erected  of  wood  on  the  pavilion  and  open-air 
shelter  principle.  There  is  accommodation  for  slightlv  over 
100  beds  in  all. 

As  a result  of  negotiations,  and  on  the  advice  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  the  Joint  Committee  acquired  the  sanatorium.  For 
a considerable  time  previously  the  Glasgow  Corporation  had 
had  a let  of  the  sanatorium,  and  the  Joint  Committee  con- 
sidered it  advisable  to  leave  the  institution  under  Glasgow’s 
management  until  the  end  of  May,  1921. 


THE  PREVENTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

, The  former  Annual  Report  gave  details  of  the  County 
Scheme  for  dealing  with  Venereal  Disease.  All  the  Local 
Health  Authorities  in  the  County  soon  perceived  that  in  this 
matter  their  best  interests  lay  in  combination,  and  so  with- 
out exception  they  entered  into  a joint  scheme.  The  purpose 
was  to  have  at  first  two  chief  Treatment  Centres,  one  in  con- 
nection with  the  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary,  and  the  other 
attached  to  the  Falkirk  Infirmary.  It  was  intended  to  open 
some  Subsidiary  Centres  at  a later  date. 

The  Directors  of  Stirling  Royal  Infirmary  readily  met  the 
wishes  of  the  Joint  V.D.  Committee  of  the  County,  and  a 
splendid  up-to-date  centre  was  opened.  With  regard  to 
Falkirk  Infirmary  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way,  and 
Falkirk  is  still  without  a centre.  The  following  Table”  shows 
the  great  amount  of  useful  work  done  at  the  Stirling  Treat- 
ment Centre  under  the  direction  of  Dr  M'Farlan  during  the 
year  ended  15th  May,  1921  •: — 
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work  at  stirung  treatment  centre. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Patients  attending  95  44  139 

Previous  .year  — — 63 

Syphilis  52  34  86 

Gonorrhoea  ...  27  5 32 

Double  Infection  1 3 

Blood  Tests  — — 113 

Positive  llesults  — — 96 

Negative  Besults  12  5 17 

Blood  Tests  outside  of  Stirlingshire — 

Alloa,  7;  Clackmannan,  3;  Perthshire,  1. 

Number  of  injections  292 

Attendances  (including  clinics,  dressing  and 

douching)  958 


The  records  indicate  that  the  cases  from  the  Stirling  District 
treated  there  were  four  times  as  numerous  as  were  those  from 
the  Falkirk  District.  That  does  not  mean  that  Venereal 
Disease  is  less  prevalent  in  the  Falkirk  District  than  in  the 
Stirling  District.  Falkirk  is,  of  course,  the  largest  centre  of 
population  in  the  County,  and  it  would  be  reasonable  to  infer 
that  the  proportion  of  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  in  the  two 
districts  would  be  much  the  same.  That  being  so,  it  follows 
that  in  all  probability  there  are  cases  in  Falkirk  District  either 
not  receiving  institutional  treatment  at  all,  or  are  attending 
Centres  other  than  Stirling  and  necessarily  more  remote. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  establishment  of  a V.D. 
Treatment  Centre  to  serve  the  Falkirk  District  is  urgentlv 
necessary.  , 

It  may  be  said  that  Clackmannanshire  made  a request  to 
join  the  Stirlingshire  Joint  V.D.  Authority,  and  a mutually 
satisfactory  arrangement  was  arrived  at  with  the  approval  of 
the  Board  of  Health. 

The  result  now  is  that  the  Stirling  Treatment  Centre  draws 
patients  from  a wide  area,  including  the  whole  of  Stirlingshire 
and  Clackmannanshire  and  the  adjacent  portion  of  Perthshire. 

- HOUSING. 

The  housing  survey  of  the  County  has  now  been  completed 
in  the  Central  and  Eastern  Districts,  but  a good  deal  still 
requires  to  be  done  in  the  Western  District. 

In  all  three  districts  the  housing  schemes  have  been 
pushed  on,  and  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  spite 
of  many  trying  difficulties.  A section  in  each  of  the  district 
reports  has  been  devoted  to  the  question  of  housing  and 
details  given. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  the  latter  hall  of  the  year  the  question  of  a general  water 
supply  lor  the  Central  and  Eastern  Districts  of  the  County 
together  with  some  of  the  Burghs,  received  much  considera- 
tion \\  ith  a \ iew  to  amalgamation  of  the  various  Authorities 
with  an  extension  of  the  gathering  grounds,  and  a conse- 
quently largely  increased  supply.  It  may  here  be  said  that 
such  an  amalgamation  has  been  successfully  carried  through, 
but  as  the  greater  part  of  the  negotiations  were  made  during 
the  first  half  of  1921,  the  matter  will  more  properly  be  dealt 
with  in  my  next  Annual  Report. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION. 

\ ery  few  complaints  were  received  by  me  during  the  year  as 
to  pollution  ot  rivers,  and  on  mv  periodical  inspections  I have 
found  generally  that  great  care  is  taken  by  most  of  the  indus- 
trial concerns  to  purify  as  lar  as  practicable  their  effluents 
before  allowing  these  to  mix  with  the  waters  of  streams  or 
rivers. 

Ri\er  Carron.  Early  in  June  I visited  a refuse  coup  in 
connection  with  houses  at  Fankerton.  I his  coup  is  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Crummock  Steps  Burn,  less  than  a quarter 
of  a mile  above  its  entry  into  the  Carron.  At  the  point 
where  the  coup  is  situated  the  banks  are  extremely  precipi- 
tous, with  the  result  that  refuse  deposited  there  mostly  found 
its  way  into  the  stream,  causing  gross  pollution.  The  con- 
tractor apparently  was  not  aware  of  the  offence  of  which  he 
was  guilty. 

On  the  same  day  I inspected  a part  of  the  Carron  into  which 
ashes  from  the  boilers  at  a certain  Paper  Mill  were  being 
dumped.  Inspection  showed  that  at  a particular  point  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Carron  there  was  a regular  tipping 
arrangement  by  which  carts  could  be  conveniently  emptied 
without  danger  of  falling  down  the  steep  bank,  and  there  was 
a great  accumulation  of  ashes  at  the  bottom  in  such  a position 
that  they  would  be  washed  away  whenever  the  Carron  was  in 
flood,  that,  of  course,  being  the  object  of  the  ashes  being 
deposited  where  they  were.  Possibly  there  would  be  about 
40  loads  of  ashes  deposited. 

After  interviewing  the  manager  of  the  works  and  the  con- 
tractor, I reported  the  facts  of  both  the  foregoing  offences  to 
the  Rivers  Pollution  Committee,  and  the  County  Clerk  wrote 
to  the  carting  contractor  with  regard  to  the  former  and  to  the 
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manager  of  the  paper  works  regarding  the  latter,  warning 
them  against  continuing  the  practice  complained  of,  and 
further  requesting  that  the  ashes  be  removed  forthwith  from 
the  bed  of  the  stream.  The  request  was  complied  with,  and 
the  objectionable  practice  was  entirely  stopped. 

In  July,  I had  a sample  taken  for  analysis  (A)  of  the  un- 
diluted effluent  from  Carrongrove  Mills,  Denny,  and  also  (Bl 
a sample  of  the  water  of  the  River  Carron,  240  yards  below 
the  outfall  of  the  mills.  The  results  of  the  analysis  as  com- 
pared with  those  from  the  same  source  fully  six  years  ago 
are  now  worse,  both  with  regard  to  suspended  matter  and 
dissolved  matter,  and  also  in  that  free  acid  is  present.  These 
are  the  Analysts’  figures  and  remarks  : — 

Grains  per  Gallon- 


A.  B. 

Solid  Matter  in  Suspension  ...: 54-24  ' 6.41 

Solid  Matter  in  Solution  and  Suspension..  122.38  18.38 

Including  Saline  Residue  81.77  12.25 

Including  Organic  and  Volatile  Residue..  40.61  6-13 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  none  none 

Chlorine  2.81  1.46 

Equal  to  Common  Salt  4-63  2.40 

Free  Alkali  as  Soda  none  none 

Free  Acid  at  Sulphuric  Acid  .24  none 


Parts  per 

Million. 

Free  or  Saline  Ammonia  

Albuminoid  Ammonia  

. 700 

.600 

•3°° 

•304 

In  Suspension. 

Mineral  Matter  

Organic  Matter  

3-78 

2.63 

Total  Suspended  Matter  

54-24 

6.41 

In  Solution. 

Grains  per 

Gallon- 

Mineral  Matter  

Organic  and  Volatile  Matter  

55-63 

12.51 

8.47 

3-5° 

Total  Dissolved  Matter  

68. 1 4 

”•97 

39 


Grains  per  Gallon. 


In  Solution.  A.  B. 

Free  Ammonia  .049  .021 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .042  .024 


Total  Ammonia  .091  .045 


Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at 

8o°  F.  at  once  .38  .10 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  at 

8o°  F.  in  4 hours  1.62  .48 


A.  — The  sample,  as  received,  contained  a fairly  large 
quantity  of  a whitish  suspended  matter,  the  mineral  portion  of 
which  was  practically  all  clay,  while  the  organic  portion  con- 
sisted mainly  or  almost  entirely  of  bleached  vegetable  fibre. 

The  analysis  shows  that  there  is  little,  if  any,  sewage 
matter  present,  but  there  is  a very  considerable  proportion  of 
non-nitrogenous  matter,  such  as  would  be  expected  from  a 
paper  mill.  The  effluent  also'  contains  a large  proportion  of 
Calcium  Sulphate,  which  is  no  doubt  derived  from  the  decom- 
position of  Bleaching  Powder  by  Sulphuric  Acid.  If  these 
results  be  compared  with  those  of  the  effluent  from  the  same 
source  (see  Report  dated  5th  May,  1914),  it  will  be  observed 
that  it  contains  much  more  solid  matters,  both  suspended  and 
dissolved.  It  also  contains  a little  Free  Acid,  which  was  not 
present  in  the  previous  sample. 

B.  — The  sample,  as  received,  contained  some  dirty  white 
suspended  matter,  and  the  analysis  indicates  that  it  is  a 
mixture  of  about  1 part  of  the  effluent  (A)  with  1 1 parts  of  the 
river  water. 

River  Bonny. — P'rom  Banknock  Livingstone  Pit  and  from 
Bankier  Distillery  there  is  always  some  pollution,  probably 
to  some  extent  unavoidable,  but  throughout  the  year  there 
has  been  no  complaint.  Since  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
I had  occasion  to  write  the  Colliery  Manager  regarding  the 
amount  of  coal  dust  getting  into  the  Doups  Burn. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspectors  was  186,  of  which  67  were  taken  in  the  Central 
District,  81  in  the  Eastern  District,  and  38  in  the  Western 
District.  Twenty  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  adulter- 
ated. In  one  case  the  vendor  was  prosecuted,  and  fined  U5. 
Many  of  the  samples  were  taken  informally  as  test  samples, 
and  where  the  analysts  reported  that  a sample  was  not  genuine 
the  seller  was  warned. 

Table  XI.  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  each 
District. 


Table  XI.— SAMPLES  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 


Nature  of  Samples 

Central 
District. 
North  South 

Eastern 
District. 
North  South 

Wi  si 
District 

Total 

Butter 

4 

10 

3 

5 

4 

29 

Cheese  

0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

2 

Cinnamon  

4 

0 

0 

2 

l 

i 

Coffee 

0 

II 

0 

i 

1 

0 

Cream  of  Tartar 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Custard  Powder  

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Cocoa 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Dripping 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Epsom  Salts  

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Flour 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Card  

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Margarine  

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

5 

Milk  (Sweet) 

18 

14 

36 

n 

2° 

101 

Oatmeal  

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

4 

Pepper  

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Salad  Oil 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Semolina 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

Sugar 

4 

0 

1) 

1 

0 

5 

Tapioca  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Tea 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

0 

0 

0 

i 

1 

2 

Whisky  

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Total  Samples  

39 

38 

39 

42 

38 

186 

II 


INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  proceedings  under  the  Public 
Health  and  other  Acts,  as  tabulated  by  the  County  and  District 
Inspectors : — 


Central  Eastern  Western 
North  South  North  South  Total 


Snbord inale  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed 0 0 

I.  — Nuisances. 

•Complaints  received  9 25 

Intimations  served  under  Section  1!)  61  81 

Notices  served  under  Section  20  2 0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken...  0 0 

•Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful  0 0 

II.  — Workshops. 

Inspections  2!)  72 

Notifies  served  under  Section  2 (3)  id  Factory 

and  Workshop  Act,  1901  0 0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken...  0 0 

•Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful  0 0 


111. — Tents  and  Vans. 


Inspections  0 12 

IV .  — Underground  Dwellings. 

Number  reported  to  Local  Authority  0 0 

Notices  to  owners  (Section  74)  0 0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken...  0 0 

■Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful  0 0 

V.  — Common  Lodging-Houses. 

Oil  Register  at  1st  January,  1920  0 0 

■Registered  during  year  0 o 

Renewals  of  Registration  0 0 

Removed  from  Register  0 0 

•On  Register  at  31st  December,  1920  0 0 

Common  Lodging-Houses  belonging  to  the  Local 

Authority  0 0 

Inspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  p.m 0 0 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a.m 0 o 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers 0 0 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  In  Medical 

Officer  (Section  97)  0 0 

■Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with  0 0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken — 

'(Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  <tc.)  0 0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful  0 0 


0 0 0 0 


52  14  10  110 

30  7fi  45  293 

9 14  3 28 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 


22  153  18  294 

0 2 0 2 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 


4 30  14  60 


0 0 0 0 

0,000 
0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 


(110  1 
0 0 0 0 

0 10  1 
0 0 0 0 

t)  1 0 1 

0 0 0 0 

0 19  o 19 

o o o o 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 8 
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Central  EtAeru  Western 


VI. — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

North 

South 

No/th  South 

Total 

On  Register  at  1st  January,  1920  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Registered  during  year  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Removed  from  Register  

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1920  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inspections  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful 

VII. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c 

328 

594 

265 

473 

208 

1868 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  

204 

129 

165 

101 

55 

654 

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Notices  served  under  Section  50  (2)  1 

244 

233 

148 

Notices  served  under  Section  53  (2)  J 

297 

52 

974 

Intimations  to  School  Boards,  Teachers,  &c.  ... 

788 

264 

353 

306 

59 

2770 

Houses  or  Premises  disinfected  

256 

142 

180 

126 

63 

767 

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding.  &c.,  disinfected  or 

deslroved  

256 

142 

180 

126 

68 

772 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o' 

0 

VIII. — Burials. 

Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69  

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

IX.— Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

On  Register  at  1st  January,  1920  

73 

83 

84 

106 

123 

469 

Registered  during  year  

3 

4 

1 

4 

2 

14 

Removed  from  Register  

6 

6 

5 

3 

4 

24 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1920  

70 

81 

80 

107 

121 

459 

Inspections  

117 

304 

87 

177 

130 

815 

Contraventions  of  Orders  or  Regulations  dealt 

with  

0 

9 

6 

4 

5 

24 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

X- — Slaughter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

Applications  under  Section  32  for  sanction  to 

establish' 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Applications  granted  

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

I 

Applications  under  Section  33  for  Licence  or 

Renewal  of  Licence  

8 

5 

4 

8 

4 

29 

Applications  granted  

8 

5 

4 

8 

4 

29 

Public  Slaughter-Houses  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Private  Slaughter-Houses  

0 

0 

0 

8 

4 

12 

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with  

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses  

79 

159 

26 

210 

40 

614 

Inspcclions  of  other  Offensive  Businesses  

0 

0 

10 

13 

0 

23 

Number  of  such  other  Offensive  Businesses  at 

31st  December,  1920  

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Cases  in  which  legal  rpoceedings  were  taken — 

(Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  <fcc.)  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  ni  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

43 


XI. — Unsound  Food. 

Inspections  under  Section  <13  

80 

103 

110 

219 

35 

019 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food  

0 

1 

0 

0 

9 

3 

Animals  or  Carcases  or  Articles  of  Food  de- 
stroyed with  owners'  consent  bv  or  at  the 

instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  

1 

1 

0 

4 

• 

8 

Cases  in  which  owners  of  Unsound  Food  were 

prosecuted  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Convictions  in  connection  with  above  cases  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

XII. — Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis  

39 

28 

39 

41 

30 

183 

Certified  to  be  genuine  

35 

27 

32 

30 

33 

103 

Certified  to  be  adulterated  

4 

1 

7 

5 

3 

20 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

XIII. — Rag  Flocl:  Act,  1911. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Certified  to  conform  to  Board’s  Standard  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Certified  not  to  conform  to  Board’s  Standard... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  successful 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

XIV. — Rye-Laws. 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  Bye-laws  relating  to: 

(a)  Pigslves  

15 

20 

41 

202 

10 

354 

(b)  Public  Conveyances  

30 

14 

0 

0 

0 

44 

(c)  Buildings  

42 

GO 

32 

223 

59 

422 

(d)  Cleansing  in  Special  Scavenging  Districts 

47 

87 

65 

103 

78 

440 

(e)  Other  Bye-laws  relating  to  Sanitary  matters 

0 

8 

0 

0 

20 

28 

44 


DISTRICT  REPORTS. 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 

HOUSING. 

Plans  for  New  Dwellings.— Under  the  Building  Bve-Laws 
the  number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  21,  of  which  four  referred  to  houses  to  be  erected 
under  the  Local  Authority’s  Scheme.  Excluding  these, 
seven  of  the  plans  were  for  the  erection  of  new  dwelling- 
houses  by  private  enterprise,  eight  were  for  additions  or 
alterations  to  existing  buildings,  and  two  were  for  temporarv 
wooden  houses.  The  seven  plans  for  new  houses  embraced 
12  dwellings,  one  being  of  three  apartments,  6 of  four  apart- 
ments, and  5 of  more  than  four  apartments.  The  12  new 
houses  are  distributed  over  the  District  as  follows  : — Five  in 
$t  Ninians  parish,  four  in  Denny  parish,  and  one  each  in  the 
parishes  of  Gargunnock,  Stirling,  and  Logie. 

Housing  Scheme. — I thought  it  well  to  reproduce  here  a 
copy  of  a Memorandum  prepared  since  the  end  of  the  vear  by 
Mr  Lupton,  District  Clerk,  as  to  the  Central  District  Housing- 
Scheme.  It  is  of  much  interest  in  view  of  the  present  position 
of  housing,  and  applies  generally  to  other  parts  of  the 
County  : — 

“ Two  years  have  elapsed  since  I prepared  a Memorandum  on 
Housing,  on  which  followed  the  installation  of  a Housing  Staff,  and 
the  inauguration  of  the  Central  District  Scheme.  One-half  of  the 
three  years  allowed  for  carrying  out  the  Scheme  has  now  expired, 
and  the  Housing  Committee  have  thought  this  an  appropriate 
time  for  a review  of  the  whole  subject.  They  have  acc-ordinglv 
called  for  a further  Report. 

“ In  our  Scheme,  submitted  in  November,  1919.  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  that  year,  our  estimate  of  the  Housing  require- 
ments, upon  the  information  then  before  us,  was:  — 


(1)  To  meet  existing  shortage  250  houses. 

(2)  To  meet  shortage  due  to  closing  of  houses 

unfit  for  occupation  200  houses. 

(3)  To  meet  shortage  due  to  conversion  of  one 

and  two  apartment  houses  into  houses 

of  larger  accommodation  50  houses. 

In  aH  500  houses. 


45 


“The  intervening  period  has  brought  additional  information, 
mid  ceitain  changes  of  conditions  have  occurred,  which  necessitate 
a review  of  this  estimate,  and  it  has  to  he  kept  in  view  that 
decisions  made  now  will  he  more  vital  than  those  made  in  1919. 
At  that  time  we  could  safely  proceed  with  the  building  of  a con- 
siderable number  of  houses  without  any  fear  of  overbuilding.  Now 
we  will  require  to  weigh  very  carefully  all  the  factors  of  the 
Housing  pioblem,  partly  in  view  of  the  limited  time  for  completing 
the  scheme,  and  partly  in  view  of  the  urgent  Government  call  for 
economy  m capital  expenditure. 

“ I. — EXISTING  SHORTAGE  OF  HOUSES. 

“ The  first  essential  for  clear  thinking  on  the  subject  is  to 
ascertain  the  approximate  causes  of  the  Housing  shortage,  and 
any  factors  other  than  the  building  of  new  houses,  which  may  be 
reducing  that  shortage. 

“ We  have  from  time  to  time  heard  at  Housing  Conferences  oc- 
casional criticism  of  Local  Authorities  for  not  having  embarked  on 
Housing  Schemes  long  before  the  War,  on  the  ground  that  a housing 
shortage  has  existed  practically  since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century.  On  this  point  it  may  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  figures 
for  empty  houses  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  during  the  three  years 
ending  in  May,  1914 — three  months  before  the  War.  They 'were 
as  follows:  — 

Year.  Edinburgh.  Glasgow. 

1912  ...  5430  ...  About  19,000  before  annexation  of  Govan. 


The  fact  is  that  while  the  now  abandoned  Land  Legislation  of 
1909-10  was  rapidly  driving  the  country  towards  a Housing  crisis — 
and  the  above  figures  indicate  the  rate  of  approach — there  did  not 
exist  at  the  outbreak  of  War  any  general  housing  shortage  in 
Scotland. 

“ The  principal  causes  will  probably  be  found  to  be  (1)  the 
cessation  of  emigration  during  the  War,  and  (2)  the  high  marriage 
rate  since  1914,  which  was  due  partly  to  so-called  ‘ War 
Marriages,’  but  mainly  to  the  abundant  employment,  and  high 
wages  prevailing.  This  high  marriage  rate  has  continued  since 
the  Armistice,  and  culminated  last  year  in  the  highest  number  of 
marriages  ever  recorded  in  any  one  year  in  Scotland,  namely 
46,839,  or  12,748  more  th  an  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years. 

“ Dealing  first  with  emigration,  it  will  be  kept  in  view,  as 
affecting  the  number  of  houses  required,  that  emigration  has  now 
been  resumed.  In  the  year  1919  passenger  rates  were  still  high, 
and  there  were  some  returns  from  the  United  States  and  Canada 
under  the  impression  that  labour  conditions  were  better  in  this 
country.  In  that  year  the  figures  for  Scotland  were  as  follows:  — 


Partiek,  etc. 


1913  ...  5377 

1914  ...  5055 


22,350  after  annexation. 
18,341 


Emigrants 


Less  Returns 


Net  Emigration 


4,420 
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“ In  1920,  however,  conditions  for  emigration  were  more 
favourable.  Eighty  thousand  British  emigrants  passed  up  the 
St.  Lawrence  last  year,  and  many  additional  thousands,  no  doubt, 
emigrated  to  other  Colonies,  or  the  United  States.  The  figures 
for  Scotland  for  1920  were  as  follows : — 

Emigrants  48,502 

Less  Returns  10,290 


Net  Emigration  38,212 

“ For  all  destinations,  except  Canada  (which  has  a Spring  and 
.Summer  traffic  principally),  the  figures  for  the  last  quarter  of 
1920  exceeded  any  of  the  previous  quarters.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  in  the  present  year  the  figmres  for  1920  will  be 
exceeded.  These  figures  do  not  include  movements  between  Scot- 
land and  European  Countries,  or  between  Scotland  and  other  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  There  would,  no  doubt,  be  some  relief 
to  the  housing  position  from  these  movements  also.  The  figures 
for  Scotland  have  not  been  ascertained,  but  for  the  United  King- 
dom the  excess  outwards  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  in  1919, 
including  returning  aliens,  was  144,739,  tapering  off  to  13.607  in 


“ On  the  other  hand,  with  regard  to  the  high  marriage  rate, 
the  figures  for  the  last  quarter  of  1920  were  decidedly  lower  than 
in  the  last  quarter  of  the  previous  year,  and  it  is  considered  that 
the  crest  of  the  matrimonial  wave  has  passed.  It  is  probable  that 
1920  will  hold  the  record  for  many  years  to  come.  In  considering 
the  marriage  rate,  it  will  be  kept  in  view  that  it  is  only  the  excess 
above  the  previous  average,  namely: — 12,748,  which  we  have  to 
deal  with. 

“ The  contrasting  considerations  accordingly  are,  on  the  one 
hand,  a reduction  of  housing  requirements  owing  to  repatriation 
of  War  Refugees  and  an  emigration  of  38,212,  with  the  prospect 
of  considerable  increase  in  emigration  in  this  and  future  years, 
and  on  the  other  hand,  an  increase  of  housing  requirements,  owing 
to  an  excess  of  marriages  numbering  12,748,  with,  however,  the 
prospect  of  a reduction  in  these  figures  in  'this  and  future  years. 

“ While  these  are  the  principal  considerations,  so  far  as  regards 
existing  shortage,  the  following  additional  factors,  on  the  one  side 
or  the  other,  require  to  be  kept  in  view,  namely: — (1)  the  limited 
number  of  houses  set  free  by  the  casualties  during  the 
War;  (2)  the  risk  of  overestimating  the  requirements 
owing  to  overlapping  causes.  For  example,  a requirement 
of  houses  in  an  industrial  area  due  to  workmen  having 
to  travel  long  distances,  and  a corresponding  overcrowding 
in  the  area  where  they  presently  reside.  Only  one  of  the  two 
areas  requires  to  be  dealt  with;  (3)  The  fact  that  for  anv  given 
volume  of  clamour  for  housing,  one-half  the  number  of  houses 
demanded  will  be  sufficient.  If  two  families  are  living  in  one 
house,  and  both  of  them  calling  out  for  housing  accommodation, 
one  additional  house  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  both. 

“ With  these  general  considerations  before  us,  we  mav  now 
proceed  to  a more  detailed  review  of  the  details  of  our  own  Scheme, 
so  far  as  designed  to  meet  existing  shortage. 
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“ II.— FIRST  YEAR’S  PROGRESS. 

“ One  condition  of  earning  the  Housing  Subsidy  is,  that 
reasonable  progress  must  have  been  made  within  one  year  from 
the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1919.  It  may  be  interesting, 
therefore,  to  take  stock  as  at  19th  August,  1920,  on  the  expiry 
of  that  year.  At  that  date,  tenders  had  been  accepted  for  132 
houses  as  follows  : — 


Site. 

Causewayhead 

Cambusbarron 

East  Plean 

Bannockburn 


Number  Amount  Average 

of  ^ of  per  Items  not  included 
Houses.  Tenders.  House.  in  these  figures. 


30 

£24,000 

£800 

20 

15,954 

797 

32 

27,829 

869 

50 

50,175 

1004 

Architectural  expenses 
— Clerk  of  Works 
salaries — Share  of 

general  expenses,  and 
in  East  Plean  Scheme 
the  fitting  for  house 
lighting. 


“ As  at  19th  August,  1920,  82  of  the  132  houses  had  been  com- 
menced, and  the  following  progress  had  been  made  with  them:  — 

Number  Roofed,  Slated  and  Roughcasted  5 

Number  Roofed  and  Slated  6 

Number  ready  for  Slating  6 

Number  ready  for  Roofs  9 

Number  with  walls  at  first-floor  level  37 

Number  with  walls  at  damp-course  level  2 

Number  with  concrete  founds  completed  3 

Number  with  founds  cut  14 


82 

“ We  have  no  reason  to  assume  that  the  above  will  not  be 
considered  satisfactory  progress  by  the  Board  of  Health  for  the 
purposes  of  Subsidy,  but  it  may  be  useful  to  submit  the  record  to 
the  Board,  and  get  an  assurance  from  them  to  that  effect. 


“ III.— COST  OF  HOUSES. 

“ While  the  above  figures  give  the  gross  amount  of  the  tenders 
and  the  average  cost  per  house,  it  will  he  kept  in  view  that  all 
the  contracts  have  been  on  a sliding  scale  rising  with  increase  of 
wages  or  material,  and  falling  if  these  should  be  reduced.  So  far 
the  sliding  scale  has  worked  in  an  upward  direction.  The  D.B.M.S. 
figures  for  bricks  upon  which  the  tenders  in  the  case  of  Causeway- 
head,  Cambusbarron,  and  East  Plean  were  based,  were  70s  per 
thousand.  The  rates  paid  have  varied  from  105s  to  154s  3d.  In 
October  last,  when  we  were  paying  154s  3d  for  hricks  for  housing, 
the  Hospital  Committee  were  building  the  Observation  Ward  at 
Bannockburn.  The  price  thev  paid  for  bricks  was  84s  5d  plus  12s  8d 
for  railway  carriage. 

“ In  the  case  of  cement,  the  increase  has  also  been  consider- 
able. The  D.B.M.S.  figures  for  these  tenders  were  70s  for  Coltness 
or  Gischol,  and  90s  for  Portland  cement.  We  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  any  Coltness  cement,  and  only  one  lot  of  Gischol,  for 
which  we  paid  93s  9d,  as  against  the  D.B.M.S.  figuro  of  70s.  ’ For 
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the  remainder  of  the  cement  supplied,  we  have  got  London  or 
Portland  cement  at  a much  higher  figure.  On  1st  July,  cement 
for  the  Causewayhead  Scheme  cost  142s  6d,  including  carriage.  In 
the  same  month  cement  supplied  through  a certain  firm  cost 
129s  lid  plus  22s  6d  of  carriage,  making  together  152s  5d. 

“ In  the  case  of  slates,  the  D.B.M.S.  price  for  Welsh  slates. 
14"  x 8",  was  £6  6s  per  inille.  In  July  and  August,  second  class 
Welsh  slates,  14"  x 7",  which  is  a slightly  smaller  slate,  cost  ns 
£14  19s  6d  plus  5%  for  quarry  count,  about  1£%  for  loading,  and 
22s  2d  for  railway  carriage,  or  a total  of  £17  Is. 

“ It  may  be  explained  that  these  supplies  are  requisitioned 
for,  and  in  the  requisition  the  name  of  the  merchant  from  whom 
the  supplies  are  desired  is  usually  specified.  It  occasionally 
happens,  however,  that  the  merchant  selected  is  passed  over,  even 
where  we  are  in  a position  to  know  that  he  can  supply  the  good1-, 
and  the  goods  are  supplied  through  some  other  firm.  In  some  of 
these  cases  the  price  is  higher  than  it  would  have  been  if  the  goods 
had  been  supplied  by  the  merchant  selected  by  us,  and  in  some 
cases  extra  railway  charges  are  incurred  through  supplying  goods 
from  England  which  could  be  obtained  in  Scotland.  The  reason 
for  this  is  not  apparent,  unless  it  be  that  certain  firms  are  dis- 
tributing Agents  through  whom  the  D.B.M.S.  are  supplying  to 
Scottish  Housing  Schemes  Government  bought  materials  at  a 
higher  cost  than  would  have  been  incurred  if  the  goods  had  been 
obtained  locally.  We  have,  however,  no  control  of  D.B.M.S.  prices, 
and  it  is  frequently  two  or  three  months  before  we  even  know  what 
the  prices  are  to  be. 

“ The  increase  in  wages  has  also  added  considerably  to  the 
cost  of  the  various  Schemes. 

“ Dealing  with  the  Causewayhead  Scheme,  the  Architect  gives 
the  following  examples  of  the  effect  of  these  increases  upon  the 
total  cost : — 

Increase  at  this  date  in  respect  of  increased  cost  of 


Bricks  * £451  9 1 

Increase  in  respect  of  Cement  already  paid  for 

(51  tons)  166  16  4 

Increase  in  respect  of  Wages  on  the  Brickwork  and 

Drainage  Contract  to  end  of  February  423  0 0 


Other  increases  will  fall  to  be  added  for  the  other  Tradesmen, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  other  Schemes,  the  increases  will  probably 
be  as  great  as  in  the  case  of  Causewayhead. 

“ The  delay  in  delivering  D.B.M.S.  materials  has  added  to  the 
cost  of  the  various  Schemes,  by  spreading  the  work  over  a longer 
period,  and  thereby  incurring  more  of  the  successive  increases  of 
wages  and  material.  During  August,  in  respect  of  one  Scheme, 
we  were  only  receiving  about  one  wagon  of  bricks  in  ten  days.  In 
September  and  October  the  average  delivery  to  that  Scheme  was 
about  one  wagon  per  day.  Thereafter  a better  supply  was 
obtained,  but  we  are  again  suffering  from  a shortage  of  bricks.  At 
another  Scheme,  bricks  were  requisitioned  on  4th  September,  and 
the  first  delivery  was  made  on  4th  February — a delay  of  five 
months — and  down  to  the  end  of  February  only  10,000  bricks  had 
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been  delivered.  The  effect  of  these  delayed  deliveries  is  reflected 
in  tiie  amount  of  work  done.  On  one  Scheme  which  lias  suffered 
from  delayed  deliveries,  the  average  number  of  bricks  laid  per 
man  per  eight  hours  day  only  amounted  to  326,  as  against  a much 
larger  number  laid  on  other  schemes  where  the  deliveries  of  bricks 
were  more  satisfactory. 

“ Before  leaving  the  question  of  materials,  it  is  proper  to 
refer  to  a question  which  is  receiving  the  consideration  of  the 
Housing  Committee.  One  consignment  of  bricks,  amounting  to 
36,000,  was  received,  apparently  in  good  order,  and  was  built  in 
immediately.  After  an  interval,  when  the  bricks  had  been  exposed 
to  the  weather,  a latent  defect  appeared,  which  caused  a number 
of  the  bricks  to  break  down  or  crumble  away.  Whether  this  is 
due  to  an  accident  in  the  firing  or  to  something  in  the  composition 
of  the  bricks  is  not  clear.  We  are  not  the  only  Authority  affected. 
Lei  tain  other  Authorities  are  having  a similar  experience  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  The  attention  of  the  D.B.M.S.  and  Board 
of  Health  have  been  drawn  to  the  matter,  and  it  is  understood  they 
are  dealing  with  it.  The  Housing  Committee  have  declined  to  accept 
any  responsibility,  and  so  far  they  have  not  paid  for  the  bricks. 

le  money  value  of  the  bricks,  however,  is  a secondary  considera- 
tiQn  f art  of  the  consignment  was  used  for  the  foundations  of 
one  block.  Being  below  the  damp  proof  course,  the  bricks  are 
liable  to  become  damp  and  be  affected  by  frost  more  than  if  huilt> 
above  the  damp  proof  course  and  protected  by  hailing.  The  whole 
weight  of  the  block,  estimated  by  the  Architect  at  a dead  weight 

Wl1!? ei°ns\^i-  lllt!matel7  rest  on  64  square  yards  of  these  bricks. 
\\  hat  the  additional  weight  under  wind  pressure  might  be  has  not 
been  estimated.  The  dead  weight  load  is  well  within  the  safe  load 
for  good  bricks,  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  long  these  bricks  will 
stand  the  load.  In  one  of  the  Eastern  District  Schemes,  one  f 
«a?be  iaf  thrown  a portion  of  the  landing,  which  came  away 

uith  a layer  of  the  brick  adhering  to  it.  What  the  result  of  a 
severe  winter  would  have  been  cannot  be  estimated  One  would 
desire  to  know  whether  all  the  consignments  to  the  Schemes  affected 
represented  one  burning  or  more  ; whether  a laboratory  test  would 
shou  the  defect  to  be  due  to  an  accident  in  the  burning  or  to  some 
thing  m the  composition  of  the  bricks;  and  whether  a laboratory 
test  would  show  how  these  bricks  might  be  expected  to  behave 
w 'en  subjected  to  a low  temperature  under  pressure  such  as  tliev 
might  experience  in  a severe  winter.  We  are  relying  on  the  Board 

wpth.Unmn  W'i l,ut  th.  tatalivi ISS 

tion.s  made  by  the  D.B.M.S.  for  a settlement  of  the  matter  do^iot 

indicate  that  the  seriousness  of  the  position  is  fully  realised.  ’ 

“ Dealing  now  with  the  price  of  land  as  nart  of  the  cost  of 

than  £20  ™ ‘bVe’  80  r'  0,ltained  sites  at  the  equivalent  of  less 

than  £20  per  house,  or  from  l/70th  to  1 / 50th  of  the  total  cost 
Stated  as  a fraction  of  the  rent,  it  would  mean  that  in  the  case  of 
a four-apartment  house,  rented  at  10s  per  week  the  portion  of  the 
weekly  rent  applicable  to  the  land  would  be  about  2d. 


“ IV.— FINANCE. 


“ It  is  understood  that  the  County  Council  have  succeeded  in 
raising  about  £188,000  of  Housing  Loans  for  the  County  Again Lt 
the  Central  District  proportion  of  that  amount,  whatever  it  may  be, 
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we  have  requisitioned  or  passed  for  payment  down  to  date  sums 
amounting  in  all  to  £37,700.  This  includes  Contractors’  payments 
down  to  date,  and  payments  for  D.B.M.S.  materials  down  to  about 
the  end  of  last  year. 

“V.— SCALE  OF  RENTS. 

“ The  rents  fixed  for  the  two  storey  cottage  houses  in  the 
Causewayhead  Scheme  were  £22  for  a three-apartment  house  ; £20 
for  a four-apartment  house;  and  £30  for  a five-apartment  house. 
These  rents  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Board,  but  we  will  be 
expected  to  make  some  increase  after  July  in  respect  of  the  10% 
increase,  which  will  then  become  exigible  from  comparable  houses 
in  private  ownership. 

“ For  the  houses  in  the  Camhusbarron  Scheme,  similar  rents 
have  been  fixed  on  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  include  any 
increase  which  might  be  made  in  July.  For  similar  houses  in  the 
East  Plean  Scheme,  the  rents  fixed  are  £17  for  a three-apartment 
house;  £21  for  a four-apartment  house;  and  £25  for  a five- 
apartment  house  j which  will  include  the  increase  which  might 
have  been  made  in  July.  The  scales  of  rents  for  Camhusbarron 
and  East  Plean  have  not  yet  been  approved  of  by  the  Board. 

“ vi. —HOUSING  SITES. 

“ (1)  For  the  250  houses  to  meet  existing  shortage. 

“ The  position  with  regard  to  the  various  Housing  Sites  is  now 
as  follows  : — 

(a)  CAUSEWAYHEAD:  — 

Thirty  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  on  this  site  ; eight 
are  completed  and  occupied,  and  the  remainder  will  follow 
within  the  next  few  weeks.  For  the  30  houses  the  applications 
numbered  in  all  73.  Of  these,  12  applications  were  withdrawn, 
18  were  from  applicants  who  neither  lived  nor  worked  in  the 
Central  District  area;  30  will  be  supplied  by  the  houses  on  this 
site,  and  13  applicants  living  or  working  in  our  area  will  remain 
unsatisfied.  It  will  be  for  consideration  whether  any  addi- 
tional houses  should  be  erected  on  this  site. 

(b)  CAMBUSBARRON : — 

Twenty  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  here,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  have  most  of  them  ready  for  occupation  by  28th  May. 
Applications  for  tenancy  are  now  being  received,  but  figures 
cannot  yet  be  given.  The  probability  is  that  the  houses  will  be 
considerably  over-applied  for. 

^c)  EAST  PLEAN:  — 

Thirty-two  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  here,  and  the 
position  is  somewhat  similar  to  Camhusbarron,  but  probably 
the  over-application  may  not  be  so  great. 

yd)  BANNOCKBURN:— 

Work  upon  this  Scheme  was  held  up  for  five  months  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  bricks;  progress  is  now  being 
made,  hurt  it  is  questionable  whether  any  houses  will  be 
occupied  before  November. 
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(e>  COWIE : — 

..  £■  s.ite,  !i:*s  been  selected,  and  thirty  houses  are  proposed, 
a 1 or  which  will  he  required,  but  progress  is  presently  impossi- 
ble on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  an  adequate  water 
supply  It  is  hoped  that  this  difficulty  will  be  overcome  on  an 
early  date,  and  progress  will  then  be  made  with  this  part  of 
the  Scheme.  1 

(f)  BOXNYBBIDGE : — 

Considerable  delay  has  occurred  here,  in  consequence  of 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a suitable  site,  and  the  danger  of 
taking  a site  compulsorily  which  might  be  affected  in  future 
by  mineral  subsidence.  A site  has  now  been  obtained,  and  the 
surface  value  and  the  value  of  mineral  support  have  been 
fixed  by  Arbiters.  Tenders  have  been  received,  and  are  pre- 
sently with  the  Board  of  Health  for  approval.  The  tenders 
'V1!'1'  are  f°r  52  houses,  amount  in  all  to  £52,522,  exclusive 
of  lighting,  being  an  average  per  house  of  £1050. 

(g)  KIPPEN  AND  BUCHLYVIE : — 

These  sites  have  been  the  subject  of  consideration.  The 
latest  suggestion  is  that  three  or  four  houses  may  be  required 
and  ii\G  or  six  <1 1 I3uclilyvie.  TIig  sites  linve  been 
visited  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Health,  but  meantime 
no  definite  steps  have  been  taken. 

Assuming  that  30  houses  are  built  at  Cowie,  and  52  at  Bonnv- 
biidge,  this  would  give  214  out  of  the  250  proposed  to  remedy 
the  existing  shortage.  It  will  be  matter  for  very  careful 
consideration  how  many  more  should  be  built  under  this  head 
in  view  of  the  recent  urgent  call  by  the  Government  for  economy 
in  capital  expenditure.  • 

(2)  For  the  200  houses  to  replace  uninhabitable  houses. 

Deal ing  now  with  the  second  branch  of  our  Housing  Scheme, 

the  following  sites  are  under  consideration: 

(a)  BAXTOX:  — 

This  site  has  been  the  subject  of  consideration  and  re-con- 
sideration more  than  once  by  the  Housing  Committee.  Twenty 
houses  were  originally  proposed,  and  this  number  was  after- 
wards reduced  to  a first  instalment  of  10.  The  only  available 
site  is  not  satisfactory:  No  drainage  is  available,  and  the 

Scheme  would  require  to  be  an  earth-closet  Scheme.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  are  twenty  houses  in  the  neighbourhood 
which  should  be  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  one 
or  two  are  unoccupied,  and  some  are  occupied  by  Glasgow 
i lsitors  for  part  only  of  the  year,  and  generally  in  summer  In 
some  cases,  the  tenants  work  in  Kilsyth  or  Banknock.  and 
houses  in  one  or  other  of  these  areas  might  be  equally  suitable 
for  them. 

(b)  BAXKNOCK  : — 

From  Banknock  to  Dennylpanhead  inclusive,  there  are  36 
houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation.  ’ A site  was 
selected  at  Coneypark,  capable  of  containing  40  houses,  but 
the  site  had  to  be  abandoned  in  respect  of  the  Miniim 
engineer  s report.  An  alternative  site  has  been  selected  at 
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Longcroft,  and  we  are  presently  awaiting  the  Mining  En- 
gineer’s report.  On  this  site  it  is  proposed  to  erect  20  houses, 
but  if  the  Banton  Scheme  is  not  proceeded  with,  it  may  he 
necessary  to  add  a few  more  houses  on  this  site.  The  site  is 
capable  of  extension  for  that  purpose,  if  necessary. 

The  total  number  of  occupied  houses  within  the  Central 
District  reported  under  the  Housing  Survey  as  being  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  not  reasonably  capable  of  being  made 
fit,  was  143  for  the  portion  of  the  District  surveyed  when  the 
Scheme  was  framed.  Details  have  not  yet  been  considered  by 
the  Housing  Committee,  and  now  that  the  Schemes  for  meeting 
the  existing  shortage  are  fairly  well  advanced,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  devote  more  attention  to  this  branch  of  the 
Housing  Scheme. 

“ (3)  For  50  houses  required  to  meet  the  shortage  due  to  con- 
version of  one  and  two  apartment  houses  into  houses  of 
larger  accommodation. 

“ No  progress  has  yet  been  made  with  this  part  of  the  Housing 
Scheme.  The  number  required  will  depend  on  the  steps  taken  by 
proprietors  for  repair  and  reconstruction  of  defective  houses,  and 
also  on  the  effect  of  the  Bye-laws  as  to  occupancy  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  1919.  These  Bye-laws  have  not  yet  been  made. 


“ VII.— TIME  AVAILABLE  FOR  COMPLETING  SCHEME. 

“ As  above-mentioned,  one-half  of  the  time  allowed  for  carry- 
ing out  the  scheme  has  now  expired,  and  we  have  until  19th 
August,  1922,  or  such  later  date  as  the  Board  may  allow  for 
carrying  out  the  remainder  of  our  Scheme.  Unless  progress  is 
very  much  expedited,  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  out  even  a 
reduced  scheme  within  the  time.  Several  weeks  were  lost  owing 
to  a Joiners’  Strike  in  1920,  and  many  weeks  have  been  lost  through 
delay  in  obtaining  materials.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
delay  in  obtaining  bricks,  and  this  has  led  to  consideration  of  r. 
Scheme  of . Brickmaking  in  association  with  the  Eastern  District 
Committee  under  which  some  contribution  would  be  made  to  the 
number  of  bricks  required.  Delays  also  occurred  in  the  selection 
of  sites  in  areas  liable  to  be  affected  by  mineral  workings.  Com- 
pulsory powers  for  acquiring  sites  are  practically  useless  in  such 
cases,  as  they  do  not  extend  to  minerals,  and  support  would  re- 
4U1 1 ® 1°  purchased,  probably  at  heavy  cost,  if  the  proprietor 
should  at  any  time  decide  to  work  the  minerals.  Good  sites  have 
had  to  be  abandoned  on  this  account,  after  fruitless  negotiations 
v ith  the  proprietors,  and  additional  powers  are  desirable  for 
dealing  with  this  difficulty.  So  soon  as  the  details  of  the  Schemes 
under  the  second  and  third  branches  of  our  Housing  Scheme  have 
been  further  considered,  the  Board  of  Health  should  be  requested 
to  give  their  views  as  to  an  extension  of  the  time  allowed. 


“ VIII.— HOUSING  STAFF. 

“ We  were  among  the  first  of  the  Local  Authorities  to  mobilise 
a whole-time  Housing  Staff,  and  the  experiment  has  proved  success- 
ful- .Mr  Glass,  our  Housing  Architect,  has  given  valuable  assist- 
ance in  the  compiling  of  this  Memorandum. 


“ ix— housing;  nursery. 


“ We  were  also  among  the  first  of  the  Authorities  to  provide 
our  own  Nursery  for  the  supply  of  plants  for  hedges.  As  antici- 
pated, the  price  of  such  plants  has  risen  considerably,  and  it  is 
expected  that  this  part  of  our  Scheme  will  also  prove  successful 
and  economical. 


“ X— PROGRAMME  OF  FUTURE  WORK. 

“ It  may  be  convenient  to  summarise  the  position  as  set  forth 
in  the  foregoing  Memorandum  in  the  form  of  a programme  of  work 
now  to  be  dealt  with,  namely  : — 

1.  Proceed  with  Cowie  Scheme,  so  soon  as  the  Stirlingshire  and 

Falkirk  Water  Order  is  passed. 

2.  Proceed  with  Bonnybridge  Scheme,  so  soon  as  the  Board  of 

Health  has  approved  of  acceptance  of  the  Tenders. 

3.  Obtain  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Health  as  to  the  progress 

made  during  the  first  twelve  months. 

4.  Obtain  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Health  as  to  any  further 

houses  to  be  built  under  the  first  branch  of  our  Housing 
Scheme. 

5.  Consider  now  the  question  of  any  further  increase  in  the  rents 
of  the  Causewayhead  Scheme. 

6.  Proceed  now  with  a more  vigorous  development  of  the  second 

part  of  our  Scheme,  namely,  the  dealing  with  defective 
houses,  and  the  building  of  houses  to  meet  the  shortage 
arising  from  the  closing  of  uninhabitable  houses.  This  may 
include  obtaining  the  views  of  the  Board  as  to  an  extension 
of  the  period  for  carrying  out  the  Scheme,  and  as  to  the 
expediency  of  closing  houses  now,  on  the  understanding  that 
the  tenants  will  not  be  ejected  until  alternative  accommodation 
is  available  for  them.  We  have  already  approached  certain 
proprietors  of  defective  houses,  enquiring  whether  they  were 
prepared  to  incur  expenditure  on  putting  them  into  a better 
condition,  or  whether  they  would  agree  with  the  Committee 
that  certain  houses  should  be  closed,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  tenants  will  not  be  removed  meantime.  No  satis- 
factory response  has  been  made  to  these  approaches,  and  the 
Committee  will  now  require  to  deal  with  these  houses,  or  at 
least  with  selected  houses.  This  will  involve  calling  upon 
proprietors  for  repairs  in  cases  where  houses  are  capable  of 
being  made  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  either  closing 
certain  houses  if  the  Board  approves,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  tenants  will  not  meantime  be  removed,  or  alternately 
taking  the  risk  of  deciding  now  what  houses  the  Committee 
will  be  able  ultimately  to  close,  so  that  a more  definite 
estimate  may  now  be  made  of  the  number  of  additional 
houses  which  require  to  be  built. 

7.  If  this  procedure  is  adopted,  and  if  proprietors  undertake  the 

repair  and  improvement  of  defective  houses,  we  will  be  in  a 
better  position  to  know  how  many  bouses  are  likely  to  be  lost 
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by  the  conversion  of  one-apartment  or  two-apartment  houses 
into  houses  or  larger  accommodation,  and  will  thereby  be 
enabled  to  decide  the  number  of  houses  which  require  "to  be 
built  under  the  third  head  of  our  Scheme. 

8.  Obtain  the  views  of  the  Board  as  to  proceeding  now  with  the 

framing  of  Bye-laws  as  to  occupancy  under  the  Act  of  1919. 
in  view  of  the  bearing  which  the  effect  of  these  Bye-laws  will 
have  on  the  third  head  of  our  Scheme. 

9.  Reconsider  the  question  of  Town  Planning  any  of  our  areas. 

10.  We  have  still  to  deal  with  the  question  of  a Master  o’}  Works, 
and  Factor,  for  the  houses  under  the  various  Housing 
Schemes.  It  will  be  for  consideration  whether  these  appoint- 
ments or  a combined  appointment  should  be  dealt  with  on 
a District  basis,  or  on  a County  basis,  and  whether  the 
Education  Authority  should  be  approached  with  a view  to 
having  a joint  appointment.  Meantime,  until  the  various 
Schemes  are  further  advanced,  the  expedient  course  may  be 
for  the  respective  District  Clerks  to  attend  to  the  factoring 
of  the  houses,  and  for  the  Housing  Staff  to  deal  with  any 
questions  of  repairs. 

“ THOMAS  LUPTON, 

Central  District  Clerk.” 


Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restriction)  Act, 
1920. — Under  Section  2 of  this  Act  it  is  provided  that  an 
aggrieved  tenant  may  apply  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  a 
certificate  that  his  house  is  not  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  or  not  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  Bv 
the  end  of  the  year,  28  such  certificates  had  been  granted,  22 
to  the  effect  that  the  houses  were  “ not  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation,  ”«  and  6 that  the  houses  were  “ not  in  a 
reasonable  state  of  repair.” 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds. — In  July,  I visited  the  old  foot- 
ball field  in  Bannockburn  with  a view  to  inspecting  the  part 
at  the  east  end  of  the  field  occupied  by  so-called  travelling 
dealers. 

In  all  I found  six  caravans  occupied  by  six  separate 
families,  and  there  was  also  a cart.  Four  of  the  dealers  had 
one  horse  apiece,  and  two  of  them  had  two  horses  apiece, 
making  in  all  eight  horses.  The  horses  were  tethered  at  the 
side  of  a large  hawthorn  hedge,  and  there  was  a great 
accumulation  of  horse  manure,  which  there  seemed  to  be  no 
effort  made  to  remove. 

In  all  there  were  6 men  with  their  wives  and  children,  of 
whom  there  were  24,  ranging  from  22  years  to  5 days  in  age 
— 36  people  all  told. 


One  of  the  families  consisted  of  5 children,  ranging  from 
22  years  to  6 months.  I learned,  however,  that  to  this  family 
there  had  been  born  15  children,  but  that  10  had  been  buried. 
Both  father  and  mother  appeared  to  be  of  a healthy  stock,  and 
the  father  attributed  the  high  death  rate  in  his  family  to  a 
“ bit  of  bad  luck.”  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  bad 
luck  was  due  to  conditions  under  which  the  children  had  been 
living.  One  of  the  women  was  busy  washing  at  the  time  of 
my  visit,  and  I learned  from  her,  and,  indeed,  from  all  the 
others,  that  the  water  supply  was  almost  wholly  obtained  from 
the  smithy. 

These  people  are  not  on  trek  during  the  whole  year,  but 
mostly  go  into  winter  quarters  in  the  larger  towns.  Two  of 
the  families  had  been  in  Edinburgh  during  the  past  winter, 
one  in  Dundee,  one  at  Vinegar  Hill,  Glasgow,  and  two  in 
their  native  county  of  Leicestershire.  They  yearned,  how- 
ever, to  get  away  as  soon  as  the  good  weather  of  the  spring 
came — mostly  in  April.  One  young  gypsy  said  that  he  had 
“ done  a bit  of  house-dwelling,”  but  that  he  preferred  the 
open  life.  I was  informed  that  the  children  during  the  winter 
time  attend  school. 

There  is  a good  deal  of  overcrowding  in  the  caravans  during 
the  night,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
caravans  accommodated  the  husband,  his  wife,  and  six  of  a 
family. 

The  worst  feature,  however,  is  that  there  are  no  sanitary- 
conveniences  whatever,  so  that  in  any  place  where  there  is  a 
continued  occupancy  the  ground  around  is  much  fouled,  and 
evidence  of  that  can  be  seen  in  the  old  sand  hole  adjoining 
and  on  either  side  of  the  large  hawthorn  hedge. 

The  conditions,  therefore,  which  arise  soon  become  a 
menace  to  the  public  health. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  the  exception  of  shortage  of  water  at  Cambusbarron 
and  the  higher  levels  of  Bannockburn,  the  supply  was  fairly 
good.  There  was  quite  an  abundant  rainfall  with  no  long 
spells  of  dry  weather,  but  in  a dry  season,  such  as  we  had 
in  1919,  there  is  great  danger  of  shortage  occurring  in  certain 
areas.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  much  of  this  danger 
may  be  averted  when  the  projected  amalgamation  scheme 
(already  referred  to)  materialises.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
Cowie  was  in  the  same  position  as  given  in  my  previous 
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Report,  hut  since  then  a full  supply  from  the  Grangemouth 
main  has  been  turned  on  to  the  village  distributing  svstem. 
This,  however,  will  be  dealt  with  in  my  next  report. 

\ arious  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  poor  water 
supplies  to  the  Railway  Gatehouses  on  the  Forth  and  Clvde 
Railway.  In  April,  I asked  my  Sanitary  Inspector  to  make 
an  investigation.  He  reported  regarding  the  supplv  to  18 
gatehouses,  and  in  many  of  these  it  was  of  a verv  precarious 
nature.  At  eight  of  the  houses  water  is  supplied  bv  means 
of  barrels  brought  on  railway  trucks,  and  to  make' matters 
worse  the  people  could  not  depend  upon  the  regularitv  of  the 
arrival  of  the  barrels.  I sent  a copy  of  Mr  Barr’s  report  to 
the  Railway  Company’s  Factor,  who  promised  to  go  into  the 
matter  carefully.  The  matter  again  cropped  up  in  September 
in  connection  with  one  of  the  gatehouses.  I communicated 
with  the  Factor,  who  replied  quite  frankly  that  there  had 
been  some  neglect,  but  that  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
further  cause  for  complaint. 


WATER  ANALYSES. 

Only  two  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical 
analysis.  One  was  from  the  Station  House  at  Gargunnock 
and  the  other  from  a street  fountain  at  the  Feus,  Bannock- 
burn. The  Analysts’  figures  are  shown  in  Table  XII. 

The  Gargunnock  sample  was  taken  because  of  a letter  from 
the  Railway  Clerks’  Association,  who  complained  that  the 
water  as  supplied  to  the  Station  House  from  the  River  Forth 
was  far  from  satisfactory.  The  analysis  showed,  however 
that  although  the  river  had  been  in  flood,  the  water  appeared 
quite  suitable  for  household  and  dietetic  purposes.  A former 
sample  from  the  same  source  gave  a similar  result. 

The  other  sample  was  taken  from  a street  fountain  at  the 
r'eus,  Bannockburn,  because  of  a complaint  bv  one  of  the 
residents.  The  analysis  shows  that  the  water  is  free  from 
contamination,  and  quite  suitable  for  drinking  and  dietetic 
purposes  generally. 


Table  XII. — CENTRAL  DISTRICT. — W A'i’ER  ANALYSIS  (IN  GRAINS  PER  GALLON),  1920. 
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Messrs  j atioea  « momsons  regular  metnoci  oi  stating  their  opinion  ot  a water  as  to  sewage  contamination  is  as 
follows: — “It  may  be  regarded  as  being  equal  to  a mixture  of  one  part  of  average  sewage  with  ....  parts  of 
pure  water  which  had  been  filtered  through  earth  till  clear.”  The  figures  in  the  last  column  of  the  table  give  the  result 
according  to  this  method. 
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DRAINAGE. 

Under  this  heading-  there  is  really  very  little  to  report. 
For  Cambusbarron  any  efficient  scheme  is  of  course  dependent 
on  a generous  water  supply.  For  Bannockburn  an  estimate 
is  to  be  taken  for  piping  the  sewage,  after  precipitation,  direct 
to  tidal  water.  At  Bonnybridge,  the  Committee  have 
obtained  an  Engineer’s  report  with  regard  to  proposed  exten- 
sion of  the  sewage  works,  which  will  now  have  to  deal  with 
the  additional  population  to  be  housed  under  the  Local 
Authority’s  Housing  Scheme.  The  report  is  still  under 
consideration. 

Various  improvements  and  alterations  have  been  carried 
out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

Thirty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  factories,, 
and  ioi  of  workshops.  Three  defects  were  found,  and  all 
were  remedied.  The  defects  consisted  respectively  of  want 
of  cleanliness,  want  of  ventilation,  and  want  of  drainage  of 
floors.  Two  lists  of  outworkers  were  received.  The  number 
of  workshops  on  the  register  as  at  31st  December  was  54. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
received  during  the  year  was  509.  This  is  by  far  the  great- 
est number  of  notifications  received  In  one  year  for  many 
years.  In  St  Ninians  parish  there  were  284,  in  Denny  117, 
and  55  in  the  parish  of  Kilsyth,  the  balance  of  cases  being 
distributed  fairly  evenly  over  the  rest  of  the  districts.  Scarlet 
fever,  of  course,  accounted  for  a great  number  of  the  notifica- 
tions, there,  being  267  cases — more  than  half  the  total.  Of 
diphtheria  there  were  76  cases.  There  were  also  76  cases  of 
chickenpox,  which  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  for  a 
limited  period  on  account  of  outbreaks  of  smallpox  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Tables  XIII.  and  XIV.  give  the 
figures. 


Table  XIII, — CENTRAL  DISTRICT. 

RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED,  &C., 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1920. 
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C. — Diseases  to  which  the  Provisions  of  the  In  fectious  Disease  ( Notification ) 
Act  have  been  extended  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  1 ...  | ...  | 1 | 1 

State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospital s in  which  Cases  -were  treated. 
Bannockburn  Fever  Hospital,  by  Stirling;  Camelou  Fever  Hospital,  by  Falkirk: 
Manor  Valley  Sanatorium,  Peebles. 

Number  oj  Persons  resident  in  the  District  as  at  31st  December , 1930,  who  were 
known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  (Persons  in  Sanatoria,  &c. , should  be 
included  in  the  figures  for  the  area  in  which  they  have  their  home  residence.) 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only,...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Non-Pulnionary  Tuberculosis  only,  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Both  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulnionary  Tuberculosis,  ...  — 
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Table  XIV.— CENTRAL  DISTRICT— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1920. 
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Diphtheria. — Of  the  76  cases,  32  were  in  the  parish  of  St 
Ninians,  26  in  the  parish  of  Denny,  1 1 in  Gargunnock  parish, 
3 in  the  parish  ol  Kilsyth,  and  2 each  in  the  parishes  of 
Kippen  and  Logie.  Only  10  of  these  were  treated  at  home, 
the  rest  being-  removed  to  hospital.  Four  of  the  cases  proved 
fatal. 

Scarlet  Fe\er. — 1 he  great  majority  of  the  267  scarlet  fever 
cases  were  in  the  parish  of  St  Ninians,  there  being'  201  in 
that  parish.  In  Denny  parish  there  were  31,  in  Kilsyth 
parish  14,  and  in  Kippen  parish  9,  while  a few  cases  were 
notified  from  the  other  parishes  of  the  district.  The  number 
treated  in  hospital  was  250.  Of  the  total  cases  only  4,  or  less 
than  2 per  cent.,  died. 

In  connection  with  these  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  I paid  a 
great  many  domiciliary  visits,  and  at  various  schools  I 
examined  the  scholars  in  classes  to  which  infected  children 
belong-ed.  I also  instructed  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  on 
various  occasions  to  make  similar  investigations.  In  all 
cases,  however,  the  children  examined  in  school  were  found 
quite  free  from  infection. 

It  was  necessary  also  to  make  visits  to-  various  suspected 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  sometimes  at  a considerable  distance 
away,  and  without  loss  of  time.  For  instance,  on  one  occa- 
sion I was  asked  to  visit  Buchlyvie  immediately  regarding-  a 
family,  the  members  of  which  were  stated  to  be  desquamating 
after  scarlet  fever,  but  for  whom  no  doctor  had  been  called  in. 
There  had  previously  been  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  from 
the  village,  and  some  members  of  the  family  indicated  had 
been  ill.  Examination  of  the  children  showed  that  three  had 
been  affected  with  mumps,  but  I could  find  no  symptoms 
whatever  of  scarlet  fever.  Such  a visit,  however,  takes  up 
the  greater  part  of  a day,  so  that  one  has  to  arrange,  if 
possible,  for  two  or  three  items  of  work  in  the  same  locality 
in  order  to  “ kill  more  than  one  bird  with  one  stone,”  so  to 
speak. 

Enteric  Fever. — Only  9 cases  of  this  disease  were  notified, 

4 being  from  St  Ninians  parish,  4 from  Denny  parish,  and  1 
from  Kilsyth.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  for 
isolation  and  treatment,  and  one  died. 

In  September,  I was  asked  to  look  at  a case  of  suspected 
enteric  fever  in  a miner  at  Longcroft.  It  was  quite  atypical 
but  turned  out  to  be  enteric  fever.  The  man  had  spent 
practically  every  Saturday  in  July  and  August  fishing  on  the 
River  Allan,  and  had  partaken  of  the  river  water.  The  prob- 
ability was  that  he  had  thereby  become  infected. 


G2 


The  house,  which  consisted  of  a room  and  kitchen,  had  i 1 
inmates,  some  of  the  family  being  quite  young.  It  will  be 
understood  that  some  time  elapsed  before  the  disease  could 
be  diagnosed,  and  as  showing  the  ease  with  which  this  disease 
may  spread,  especially  when  unrecognised  and  under  over- 
crowded conditions,  three  other  members  of  the  family  were 
infected  from  the  case. 

Chickenpox. — This  disease,  which,  by  order  of  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health,  was  made  notifiable  for  a limited  period,  on 
account  of  smallpox  outbreaks,  put  a good  deal  of  extra  work 
on  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  visited  and  reported  on  each 
notified  case.  Although  in  itself  not  a dangerous  disease,  it 
has  sometimes  been  confused  with  smallpox,  and  that  was 
really  the  reason  why  its  notification  was  made  compulsory 
during  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  in  the  country.  In  the 
Central  District  76  cases  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis  — Pulmonary.  — Thirty  new  cases  were 
brought  to  my  notice  during  1920.  Fourteen  of  these  were  in 
St  Ninians  parish,  6 in  the  parish  of  Denny,  2 each  in  the 
parishes  of  Logie,  Kilsyth,  Gargunnock,  and  Kippen,  and  2 
in  the  parish  of  Stirling.  Eleven  of  these  new  cases  were 
taken  to  sanatoria  for  treatment.  This  disease  is  more  fully 
dealt  with  in  the  County  part  of  this  Report. 

Non=Pulmonary. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  10,  9 
being  in  St  Ninians  parish  and  1 in  Kilsyth  parish. 

Typhus  Fever. — In  November,  in  response  to  a circular 
from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  I issued  the  following  note 
to  all  the  medical  men  in  my  area  : — 

“ Typhus  Fever. 

“ Insanitary  Conditions. 

“ The  Scottish  Board  of  Health  have  just  issued  a circular 
saying  that  outbreaks  of  typhus  fever  have  recently  occurred 
in  two  of  the  larger  towns  of  the  West  of  Scotland,  and  while, 
so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  case  of  typhus  fever  has  been 
recorded  in  the  administrative  County  of  Stirling  during  the 
past  20  years,  the  Board  of  Health  are  of  opinion  that  Medical 
Practitioners  should  be  warned  of  the  possibility  of  cases 
occurring  in  our  area.” 


table  XV.  BANNOCKBURN  FEVER  HOSPITAL,  1920. 
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Table  XVI.— Admissions  to  Bannockburn  Hospital,  1920. 
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BANNOCKBURN  HOSPITAL. 


Statistics.  On  ist  January,  1920,  there  were  39  cases  in 
the  hospital  which  had  been  admitted  in  the  previous  year. 
During-  1920,  329  cases  were  admitted,  of  which  283  were 
from  the  Central  District,  and  44  from  the  burgh  of  Denny. 
Tables  X\  . and  XYI.  give  the  details. 


The  total  residence  of  the  315  cases  treated  to  a termination 
was  12,153  days,  the  average  days  residence  being  38.6  days. 
L p to  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  residence  of  the  ^3  cases 
still  in  the  wards  was  1374  days,  and  up  to  the  end'of  1919 
the  total  residence  of  the  39  cases  then  in  the  hospital  was 
843  days.  Adding  the  former  and  deducting  the  latter  gives 
a total  days’  residence  within  the  year  of  12,684  days,  which 
means  an  average  number  of  patients  in  hospital  of  nearly  35. 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  treated  to  a termination 
was  240,  with  a total  residence  of  11,182  days — the  average 
residence  being  46.6  days.  1 here  were  4 deaths,  giving  a 
fatality  rate  of  1.5  per  cent. 

Sixty-eight  cases  ol  diphtheria  were  treated,  the  total 
residence  being  1848  days,  giving  an  average  of  27.2  days. 
Three  of  the  cases  proved  fatal. 

Only  two  cases  of  enteric  were  treated,  one  for  55  days, 
the  other  proving  fatal  5 days  after  admission. 

One  case  of  cerebro-spinal  fever  was  admitted,  and  died 
after  four  days. 

The  lour  cases  of  erysipelas  had  an  average  residence  of 
14.7  days. 


Sectionalised  Pavilion. — Bannockburn  Fever  Hospital,  like 
other  County  hospitals  of  the  same  type,  was  built  at  a time 
when  Local  Health  Authorities  were  required  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  practically  three 
acute  diseases,  viz.,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  enteric 
fever.  Typhus  is  a disease  of  rare  occurrence  in  County 
districts,  and  special  provision  was  required  for  smallpox. 
The  tendency  has  been,  however,  to  increase  the  responsi- 
bilities of  Local  Authorities  in  this  respect,  and  now  one  finds 
included  in  the  list  of  notifiable  acute  infectious  diseases — 
erysipelas,  cerebro-spinal  fever,  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis 
(infantile  paralysis),  acute  primary  pneumonia,  influenzal 
pneumonia,  dysentery,  malaria,  trench  fever.  Provision  has 
even  to  be  made  for  certain  cases  of  measles,  where  the 
home  conditions  are  such  as  not  to  afford  the  patient  a reason- 
able chance  of  pulling  through. 
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The  usual  small  County  Hospital  made  it  seldom  possible 
to  treat  a fourth  type  of  disease,  even  when,  as  often  hap- 
pened, quite  a number  of  beds  were  empty.  The  result  in  the 
Central  District  was  that  many  cases  had  necessarily  to  be 
sent  to  other  hospitals,  especially  to  Camelon  Hospital,  where 
fully  nine  years  ago  a sectionalised  pavilion  was  provided, 
enabling  the  hospital  to  accommodate  concurrently  even  eight 
types  of  acute  infectious  disease. 

In  addition  to<  the  inconvenience  entailed,  the  Central 
District  Committee  had  as  a rule  a large  annual  bill  to  pay  to 
other  authorities  for  the  treatment  of  patients. 

In  the  circumstances,  I suggested  to  the  Central  District 
Committee  the  advisability  of  erecting  a sectionalised  pavilion 
as  an  addition,  to  Bannockburn  Hospital.  The  Committee 
recognised  the  advantages,  and  the  Board  of  Health 
approved.  Plans  were  accordingly  prepared,  and  the  work 
begun  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Motor  Ambulance.  — From  the  beginning  Bannockburn 
Hospital  had  been  served  by  a horse  ambulance.  The  hospital 
serves  a very  large  area,  from  beyond  Queenzieburn  in  one 
direction,  to  Buchlyvie  in  another.  In  the  removal  of  cases 
by  a horse-drawn  vehicle  the  rate  of  locomotion  was  so  slow 
that  the  double  jcrurney,  say  to  Buchlyvie,  occupied  6y  hours, 
as  the  horses  had  to  be  fed  and  rested  before  beginning  the 
return  journey. 

In  epidemic  times  that  was  a serious  matter,  because  the 
ambulance  might  be  w’anted  for  another  case.  Besides,  it 
made  great  inroads  on  the  time  of  the  Nurse  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  who*  accompanied  the  ambulance.  Most  important 
of  all,  however,  it  did  not  give  patients  the  best  chance, 
especially  diphtheria  patients,  who  should  be  in  hospital  as 
early  as  possible  in  order  to  get  injected  the  anti-diphtheritic 
serum,  otherwise  the  best  results  are  not  obtained. 

The  Central  District  Committee,  after  very  fully  consider- 
ing all  the  circumstances,  resolved  to  purchase  an  up-to-date 
motor  ambulance,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  offers  were 
taken  from  several  firms. 

It  may  be  said  that  an  excellent  conveyance  has  now  been 
acquired,  which  has  already  proved  a great  convenience. 


Table  XVII  - CENTRAL  DISTRICT.  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1921). 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  X\  II.  gives  the  Registrar-General’s  figures  for  the 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  within  the  district  for  the 
year,  together  with  a note  of  the  causes  of  death  at  various 
age  periods.  The  number  of  births  was  838,  which  is  equal 
to  a birth  rate,  per  1000  of  population,  of  27.4 — the  highest 
since  1915,  when  the  rate  was  28.2.  The  rates  for  the  inter- 
vening years  were  : — 24.3  in  1916 ; 22.3  in  1917  ; 22.4  in  1918  ; 
and  22.2  in  1919.  I he  deaths  numbered  320  after  correction 
for  transcripts,  giving  a death  rate  of  10.5,  which  is  fraction- 
ally below  the  average  rate  for  the  previous  four  years.  For 
I9I5  th*5  rate  was  12.4.  The  death  rate  from  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  was  0.78,  of  which  0.49  represented  deaths  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  is  a very  low  rate.  The 
population  of  the  district  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  at  30,614. 


08 


EASTERN  DISTRICT. 


HOUSING. 


New  Buildings.— Twenty-five  sets  of  plans  for  new  build- 
ing's were  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Eastern  District 
Committee  during  the  year.  T hese  do  not  include  plans  for 
new  houses  under  the  Committee’s  Housing  Scheme, 
of  the  plans  referred  to  new  dwelling-houses,  14  were  for 
additions  or  alterations  to  existing  houses,  2 were  for  the 
conversion  of  stables  into  dwelling-houses,  one  was  for 
temporary  wooden  huts,  one  for  bathhouses,  and  one  for  a 
foundry.  ' The  number  of  new  dwelling-houses  dealt  with  in 
the  six  plans  was  39.  Of  these,  33  were  of  three  apart- 
merits,  two  were  of  four  apartments,  and  four  were  of  mere 
than  four  apartments.  The  new  dwelling-houses  were  to 
be  erected  as  follows  One  at  Redding,  one  at  Polmont 
two  at  Carronshore,  32  at  Carron,  one  at  Bonnybridge,  and 
two  at  Larbert. 


Housing  Survey. — In  my  Report  for  the  year  1919,  I gave 
results  of  a survey  of  housing  in  the  district  so  far  as  it  'had 
been  carried  out,  and  referring  to  3326  houses  in  all.  The 
survey  has  now  been  completed,  and  in  Table  X\  III.  I give 
the  figures.  Out  of  a total  of  6949  houses  inspected,  602,  or 
fully  eight  per  cent.,  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Inspector,  not 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  could  not  be  made 
so  ; 2407,  or  nearly  35  per  cent.,  were  houses  which  could  be 
made  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ; while  the  remain- 
ing 3940  houses  were  found  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 


Table  XVIII.— Tabulak  Statement 
Housing  Conditions. 


of  Results  of  Inquiry  into 

NUMBER  OF  APARTMENTS. 


Condition  of  Houses. 
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And,  say  one  third  of  (1)  and  (2)  two-apartment 
are  converted  into  three-apartment  houses 
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Total  Number  of  New  Houses  required  to  replace  existing  houses  and 
to  raise  the  general  housing  standard 


Housing  Scheme. — The  following  is  a statement  of  the 
progress  made  with  the  scheme  as  at  December,  1920  : — 

Bonnybridge,  Anderson  Street  Site,  “ A 2.” 

2 Houses,  all  outside  work  completed. 

2 Houses,  Do.,  do.,  plaster  work,  gas,  and  glazing  completed. 
2 Houses,  Do.,  do.,  do.,  outside  first  coated. 

2 Houses,  Do.,  do.,  finished,  and  doors  complete. 

2 Houses,  Do.,  do.,  plaster  work  complete,  and  doors  hung. 
4 Houses,  painter  work  complete. 

6 Houses  occupied  before  December. 

2 Houses,  slater  and  tiler  work  completed.  Door  frames  strapped, 
walls  and  windows  completed. 

Total,  22  Houses. 


Larbert  (Tennis)  Site,  “ B 3.” 

2 Houses  finishing,  and  doors  completed. 

4 Houses,  inside  first  coated. 

2 Houses,  Do.,  do. 

4 Houses,  Do.,  do. 

2 Houses,  outside  first  coated. 

4 House/s,  Do.,  do. 

2 Houses,  joiner  and  plumber  work  completed  on  roof. 
2 Houses,  slater  work  completed  on  roof. 

2 Houses,  joiner  and  plumber  work  completed  on  roof. 
2 Houses,  Do.,  do.,  do. 

2 Houses,  walls  and  chimney  stalks  above  first  floor. 

2 Houses,  Do..  do.,  do. 

2 Houses,  pegged  off. 

2 Houses,  joiner  and  plumber  work  completed  on  roof. 

2 Houses,  founds  cut. 

10  Houses,  pegged  off. 

Total,  46  Houses. 


Lacrieston  Site,  “ C 1.” 

2 Houses,  plumber  and  joiner  work  completed  on  roof. 
4 Houses,  walls  at  first  floor,  and  joisting  completed. 
4 Houses,  founds  at  damp  course  level. 

4 Houses,  pegged  off. 

8 Houses,  pegged  off. 

Total,  22  Houses. 


Avonbridge  (School)  Site,  “ F 1.” 

4 Houses,  joiner  and  plumber  work  completed  on  roof. 
2 Houses,  walls  and  chimney  stalks  above  first  floor. 
Remainder  founds  cut  and  laid  (6). 

Total,  12  Houses. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  rainfall  during-  1920  caused  no  anxiety  as  to  scarcity 
of  water,  and  the  whole  District  was  well  supplied.  Certain 
parts  are  still  dependent  on  local  supplies,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  before  long  there  will  be  very  few  houses  not  supplied 
with  gravitation  water. 


WATER  ANALYSES. 

Table  XIX.  shows  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  five  samples 
of  water.  No.  1 was  taken  from  a burn  in  Castlecarv  Wood, 
in  the  parish  of  Falkirk,  and  Sample  No.  2 was  from  Skipper- 
ton  Burn,  in  the  same  parish.  These  samples  were  taken  in 
connection  with  an  attempt  to  find  a water  suppTV  for 
temporary  huts  for  woodcutters  in  Castlecary  Wood. 

No.  1 showed  acidity  equal  to  .61  grain  per  gallon  of 
sulphuric  acid,  while  No.  2 was  evidently  of  a peatv  nature. 
Both  samples,  however,  were  considered  by  the  analysts  as 
quite  fit  for  domestic  and  dietetic  purposes,  and  the  waters 
were  accordingly  used  by  the  woodcutters. 

Nos.  3 and  4 were  taken  in  consequence  of  complaints  of 
bad  taste  and  smell.  The  analysis  showed  that  No.  3 
sample  (from  Carnock  Burn)  contained  an  extraordinarv 
amount  of  free  ammonia  in  the  form  of  sulphate  of  ammonia, 
which  showed  that  the  pollution  was  due  to  some  manufac- 
turing process,  and  presumably  from  a neighbouring  colliery. 

No.  4 (from  Pow  Burn)  was  also  polluted,  the  pollution  in 
this  case  being  apparently  in  the  nature  of  sewage.  An 
investigation  was  made,  and  the  pollution  was  discontinued. 

Sample  No.  3 was  taken  from  a spring  on  the  roadside, 
Lochhouse,  Slamannan,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  it  was 
suitable  for  dairy  and  domestic  purposes.  The  sample  con- 
tained a little  iron  in  solution,  and  was  a fairly  hard  water. 
In  other  respects,  however,  the  water  was  reported  to  be  fit 
for  drinking  and  dietetic  purposes. 


Table  XIX. -EASTERN  DISTRICT— WATER  ANALYSES  (IN  GRAINS  PER  GALLON). 


No.| 

Where  Taken. 

Mineral 
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Matter 

Total  Solids 
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Albuminoid 
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Total  ! 
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Total  1 
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Solution 

Carbonate  of 
Soda 

Matter  in 
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Sulphuric  , 
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Carnoek  Burn,  Airth 

41-80 
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61-50 
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5-63 

7-01 

13  24 

50 
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Pow  Burn.  Dunmore  Old  Cottage,  Airth... 

13-25 

2-60 

15  85 

■61 
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4-37 

5 08 

9-45 

70 

1 to  35 

5 

9/11/20 

spring  on  Roadside,  Lochhouse,  Slamannan 

20-46 

•30 

20-76 

iNone 

•032 

•013 

045 

14-10 

None 

U-10 

•12 

2 05 

•25 

'Note. — Messrs.  Tatlock  & Thomson’s  regular  method  of  stating  their  opinion  of  a water  as  to  Sewage  Contamination  is  as  follows  : — “It  may  be 

regarded  as  being  equal  to  a mixture  of  one  part  of  average  sewage  with  parts  of  pure  water  which  had  been  filtered  through  earth  till  clear.” 

The  figures  in  the  fourth  last  column  of  the  table  give  the  result  according  to  this  method. 
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DRAINAGE. 

All  the  drainage  systems  of  the  district  are  kept  under 
careful  supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  any 
defects  are  immediately  seen  to.  There  is  no  doubt  that  some 
of  the  systems  will  be  fully  taxed  when  the  Committee’s 
Housing  Schemes  are  completed,  and  in  one  area — Avon- 
bridge — where  a housing  scheme  is  in  progress,  there  is  as 
yet  no  drainage  system.  A Special  Drainage  District,  how- 
ever, is  being  formed  there. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

Under  the  above  Act  186  inspections  were  made,  9 being 
of  factories,  and  177  of  workshops.  Eight  defects  were 
found,  consisting  of  5 cases  of  want  of  cleanliness,  2 of  in- 
sufficient sanitary  accommodation,  and  1 of  unsuitable  or 
defective  sanitary  accommodation.  Six  of  the  defects  were 
remedied — 4 of  these  after  formal  notices  were  served — while 
in  2 cases  the  matter  was  still  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  1 13  workshops  on  the  register,  employ- 
ing 292  workpeople,  of  whom  84  were  women,  and  42  were 
young  persons  or  children. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
the  year  was  440.  This  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
previous  five  years  owing  to  the  inclusion  of  chickenpox 
amongst  the  notifiable  diseases.  If  notifications  of  chicken- 
pox  be  excluded,  however,  the  number  falls  considerably 
below  the  average.  As  usual,  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
accounted  for  the  majority  of  notifications,  scarlet  fever 
claiming  169,  and  diphtheria  105.  Tables  XX.  and  XXL 
show  the  figures. 
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Table  XX,  E \nTERN  DISTRICT— Cases  of  Infect, ous  Disease  coming  to  tIie  enowleD  e of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  Year  1920. 
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Removed  to  Hospital 

Table  XXI  — EASTERN  DISTRICT 

RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED,  &C., 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1920. 


Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

At  Age — Years 

Disease 

At  all  Ages 

Under  1 Year 

1 and  under  5 

5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  45 

rS 

a 

3 

p 

>o 

65  and  upwards 

Cases  removed  to 
Hospital 

Cases  not  removed  to 
Hospital 

A.  — Diseases  specified  in 

the  Infectious  Disease  ( N otification ) 

Act,  1889. 

Tvphoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

. . . 

Smallpox  ... 

9 

2 

2 

4 

1 

9 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 

1697 

i 

38 

112 

15 

3 

152+ 

17 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  ... 

io9: 

19 

76 

11 

2 

1 

100+ 

9 

Erysipelas 

25 

1 

2 

1 

2 

8 

10 

i 

1 

24 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cholera 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

• • . 

. . , 

... 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

B. — Diseases  Notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78 
of  the  Public  Health  ( Scotland ) A ct,  1897. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

2 

Chickenpox 

44 

2 

17 

25 

44 

Malaria 
Dysentery  ... 

10 

4 

6 

10 

Trench  Fever 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

i.3 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

f 

12 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

3 

3 

•• 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

44 

1 

7 

14 

19 

3 

19 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis  

13 

... 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

11 

Total  of  A and  B ... 

443 

25 

140 

161 

47 

49 

19 

2 

2S5 

158 

C. — Diseases  to  which  the  Provisions  of  the  Injections  Disease  ( Notification ) 
Act  have  been  extended  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ...  1 ...  j 1 | I 1 

Z Including  four  Cases  notified  as  “ Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.” 

State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  treated. 
Camelon  Fever  Hospital  ; Manor  Valley  Sanatorium,  Peebles. 

Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  District  as  at  31st  December,  1920,  who  were 
kno  wn  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  (Persons  in  Sanatoria,  &c. , should  be 
included  in  the  figures  for  the  area  in  which  they  have  their  home  residence.) 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only,...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only,  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

Both  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  — 


273 


cases  notified  in  a previous  \ 
> ear  and  removed  to  Hospital , 

I or  the  first  time  during  1920. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — Of  the  169  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  84  were 
in  the  parish  of  Falkirk,  42  in  the  parish  of  Airth,  22  in 
Larbert  parish,  19  in  Muiravonside,  and  one  each  in  the 
parishes  of  Airth  and  Slamannan.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  equal  tc  90  per  cent. 
Only  2 cases  proved  fatal. 

Diphtheria.  — The  105  cases  were  distributed  over  the 
parishes  as  follows:  — Falkirk,  36;  Larbert,  31;  Grange- 
mouth, 22  ; Muiravonside,  10,  and  three  each  in  Airth  and 
Slamannan  parishes.  The  number  of  fatal  cases  was  11. 
Ninety-one  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  occurred  in  Larbert,  and  the 
other  in  Airth  parish.  One  of  the  cases  died. 

Smallpox. — Nine  cases  were  notified,  seven  being  from  the 
parish  of  Slamannan  and  two  from  the  parish  of  Larbert. 
All  the  cases  were  treated  in  the  County  Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital  at  Taylorton,  by  Stirling,  and  alf  recovered.  The 
whole  subject  of  the  smallpox  outbreak  is  dealt  with  more 
particularly  in  the  County  part  of  this  Report. 

Cbickenpox.  — As  explained  elsewhere,  this  disease  was 
made  notifiable  for  a limited  period  in  connection  with  the 
smallpox  outbreak.  Forty-four  cases  were  notified — none  of 
the  cases  being  in  any  way  suspicious  of  smallpox. 

Tuberculosis. — Forty-four  cases  of  pulmonarv  tuberculosis 
and  13  cases  of  non-pulmonary  cases  were  notified  to  me  in 
1920.  As  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  given  under  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Committee,  more  details  are  given  in 
the  first  part  of  my  Report. 


CAMELON  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  Camelon  Hospital  during 
1920  was  349,  being  137  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  At 
the  end  of  1919  there  were  in  the  wards  35  cases,  and  at  the 
end  of  1920  there  were  62  cases,  so  that  the  number  of  cases 
treated  to  a termination  was  320.  Of  the  above  349  admis- 
sions, 72  were  from  the  Central  District,  9 from  Stirling 
burgh,  and  1 from  Falkirk  burgh. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  322  c'ases  was  12,008 
days,  the  average  length  of  residence  being  37.94  days. 
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l p to  the  end  ol  the  year  the  total  length  of  residence  of 
the  62  cases  remaining-  in  the  wards  was  1445  days,  and  up 
to  the  end  of  1919  the  total  length  of  residence  of  the  35 
cases  then  in  the  wards  was  585  days.  Adding-  the  585  to 
the  12,008,  and  deducting  the  1445,  gives  a total  of  11,148 
days,  which  works  out  at  a daily  average  of  30.198  cases  in 
the  wards. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  treated 
to  a termination  was  178.  The  total  length  of  residence  of 
these  was  7544  days,  averaging  42.68  days.  Two  cases  died. 

Enteric  Fever. — Nine  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  treated 
to  a termination.  The  total  length  of  residence  of  these  was 
'•(06  days,  giving  an  average  of  34  days.  Two  cases  died. 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  diphtheria  cases  treated  to  a 
termination  was  114.  The  total  length  of  residence  of  these 
was  2640  days,  averaging  23.18  days.  Eight  cases  died. 

Cerebro=Spinal  Meningitis. — Two  cases  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  were  treated.  The  length  of  residence  was  43 
days,  averaging  21.1  days.  One  patient  died. 

Measles. — Two  cases  of  measles  were  treated.  The  length 
of  residence  was  48  days,  averaging  24  days. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  2 cases  of  erysipelas  treated.  The 
length  of  residence  was  34  days,  averaging  17  days. 

Croup. — Two  cases  of  croup  were  treated.  The  length  of 
residence  was  42  days,  averaging  21  days. 

Phthisis. — The  number  of  phthisis  cases  treated  to  a ter- 
mination was  13.  The  total  length  of  residence  of  these  was 
1263  days,  giving  an  average  of  97.2  days.  Five  cases  died. 

Motor  Ambulance. — In  the  Eastern  District,  which  covers 
a large  area,  the  want  of  a motor  ambulance  had  been  long 
felt.  I have  already  dealt  with  the  question  of  a motor 
ambulance  with  regard  to  the  Central  District,  and  the 
reasons  for  providing  such  a conveyance  were  equally  strong- 
in  the  Eastern  District. 

On  my  suggestion,  therefore,  the  Committee  provided  a 
motor  ambulance,  which  came  in  most  fortunate  in  connec- 
tion with  the  smallpox  outbreak.  Everyone  now  recognises 
the  motor  ambulance  as  a necessary  adjunct  to  a modern 
institution  for  the  treatment  of  acute  infectious  disease. 


Table  XXI I — Admissions  to  Camelon  Hospital,  1920. 
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Table  XXIII -EASTERN  DISTRICT.  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  XXIII.  gives  the  figures  for  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  in  the  district,  the  population  being  estimated  by 
the  Registrar-General  at  41,091.  The  births  numbered  1199, 
giving  a birth  rate  of  29.2,  which  is  the  highest  since  1910. 
The  number  of  deaths  (corrected  for  transfers)  was  486, 
giving  a death  rate  of  11.8,  which  is  a little  higher  than  the 
rate  for  1919,  but  is  below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years. 

From  tuberculosis  the  death  rate  was  0.92,  including  the 
rate  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  which  was  0.54.  From  the 
principal  epidemic  diseases  (those  asterisked  in  the  table),  the 
rate  was  0.75.  Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
worked  out  at  78  per  1000  births. 
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WESTERN  DISTRICT. 


HOUSING. 


Building  Plans.  — The  number  of  plans  passed  by  the 
District  Committee  during-  the  year  was  14.  These  included 
two  plans  dealing  with  the  Local  Authority's  Housing 
Scheme  at  Milton,  consisting  of  six  cottages  of  three  apart- 
ments and  four  cottages  of  four  apartments.  Exclusive  of 
these  the  plans  dealt  with  four  new  dwellings,  one  military 
hut  for  permanent  occupation,  four  workmen’s  huts  (tem- 
porary), and  eight  houses  added  to  or  reconstructed.  The 
four  new  dwellings  consisted  of  two  cottages  of  three  apart- 
ments at  Campsie  Dene,  a cottage  of  five  apartments  at 
Balmore,  and  a cottage  of  three  apartments  at  Drymen. 

Housing  Scheme. — The  scheme  for  the  Western  District 
embraces  the  erection  of  10  houses  at  Milton  of  Campsie,  24 
at  Lennoxtown,  and  6 at  Torrance.  The  following  state- 
ment by  Mr  Greig,  the  Architect,  shows  the  position  as  at 
31st  December  : — 


Sites  Proposed. 

Number  of 
Houses  to 
be  built. 

Date  of  Com- 
mencement of 
Building. 

Actual  Building 
Progress  to 
31st  Dec.,  1920. 

Milton  of  Campsie 

10 

Aug.' .30th,  1920 

Joiner  and  Plumber 
Work  on  roofs  to  4 
houses  completed, 
founds  to  remain- 
ing 6 completed. 

Lennoxtown 

24 

... 

... 

Torrance 

6 

... 

... 

» 


table  XXIV. -WESTERN  D ISTR  tCl'— W ATER  ANALYSES  (IN  GRAINS  PER  GALLON). 


No. 

Date  of 
Report 

Where  Taken. 

I Mineral 

1 1 

Organic 

Matter 

Total  Solids 

Nitrates  ; 

F i ee 

Ammonia  , 

Albuminoid 

Ammonia 

Total 

Ammonia 

Temporary 

Hardness 

Permanent 

Hardness 

Total 

Hardness 

Colour  (Loch 
Katrine 
Water — 10) 

Degree  of  ! 

Sewage  Con- 
tamination* , 

1 

15/1/20 

i 

Cutting  in  Field  at  Carston  Farm,  Killearn  Parish,  ...  ...  t 17 

15 

•35 

17-50 

•25 

•005 

008 

013 

8-34 

5 67 

14-01 

1 to  90 

2 

9/3/20 

Tap  in  Butlers’  Pantry,  Lennox  Castle,  Campsie  Parish, 

2 

83 

•32 

315 

tr. 

•003 

007 

010 

None 

1-52 

1-52 

3 

9/7/20 

Stream  below  Carston  Farm,  Killearn,  ... 

17 

20 

•36 

17-56 

•27 

•004 

•008 

•012 

8-64 

5-57 

14  21 

1 to  90 

4 

12/8/20 

Tap  in  Auchentroig  House,  Dry  men  Parish, 

9 

25 

•20 

9 45 

•69 

•003 

005 

•QOS 

251 

4-02 

6 53 

1 to  44 

5 

12/8/20 

Storage  Tank  near  Auchentroig  School, 

9 

63 

1-50 

11  13 

•62 

005 

019 

•024 

3-78 

3-35 

713 

35 

1 to  44 

6 

21/8/20 

Tap  in  Scullery,  Children’s  Home  Hospital,  Strathblane, 

2 

34 

72 

3 06 

tr. 

•003 

•004 

■007 

•35 

I 60 

1-95 

12 

7 

16/8/20 

Stable  Spring,  Auchentroig  House,  Dry  men,  

7 

02 

•24 

7 26 

•41 

•003 

•007 

•010 

2-80 

2-05 

4-85 

1 to  65 

8 

16/8/20 

Low  Garden  Spring,  do.,  do.,  

6 

87 

•35 

7 22 

tr. 

•002 

•008 

•010 

2 45 

1-96 

441 

9 

16/8/20 

Tank  near  Auchentroig  School,  do., 

7 

13 

•20 

7 33 

•72 

•003 

•008 

■oil 

2-2S 

2-36 

4-64 

1 to  36 

10 

4/10/20 

Tap  in  Scullery,  Craigend  Castle,  Strathblane  (from  Tank),  ... 

6 

60 

•26 

6 86 

21 

•006 

•005 

■on 

2 49 

2-03 

4*52 

1 to  130 

11 

4/10/20 

Do.,  do.,  do.  (from  Loch),  ... 

5 

■31 

1-32 

6-63 

None 

■007 

■012 

019 

217 

1-38 

3 55 

12 

22/11/20 

Do.,  do.,  do.  (from  Tank), 

6 

50 

•28 

6-78 

•22 

010 

•006 

•016 

2-18 

2*21 

4-39 

1 to  135 

'Note.—  Messrs.  Tatlock  & Thomson’s  regular  method  of  stating  their  opinion  of  a water  as  to  Sewage  Contamination  is  as  follows  “ It  may  be 

regarded  as  being  equal  to  a mixture  of  one  part  of  average  sewage  with parts  of  pure  water  which  had  been  filtered  through  earth  till  clear.” 

The  figures  in  the  column  marked  * give  the  result  according  to  this  method.  ! 
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WATER  ANALYSES. 

During-  the  year  12  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  and 
the  Analysts’  figures  are  given  in  Table  XXIV. 

Samples  No.  1 and  3 were  taken  in  connection  with  a 
suPply  lor  C arston  Dairy  Farm.  Both  were  unfavourably 
reported  on. 

Sample  No.  2 was  taken  after  some  improvements  had  been 
carried  out  on  the  water  supply  at  Lennox  Castle.  The 
Analyst  reported  that  the  water  was  slightly  acid,  and  liable 
to  act  on  lead,  copper,  and  other  metal  pipes,  and  the  presence 
of  lead  in  the  sample  indicated  that  this  had  already  taken 
place.  Filtration  through  limestone  was  contemplated,  but 
no  action  had  been  taken  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Samples  Nos.  4 and  5 were  taken  after  a complaint  that 
the  water  supply  had  been  contaminated  by  tar  from  road 
construction.  The  samples  were  taken  at  once,  but  the 
Analyst  failed  to  find  any  traces  of  tar. 

Sample  No.  6 was  taken  to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  drinking- 
purposes  in  the  hospital,  and  was  favourably  reported  on  bv 
the  Analyst. 

Samples  Nos.  7,  8,  and  9 were  taken  from  the  supplies  to 
Auchentroig  House. 

No.  7,  from  spring  at  the  stables,  was  unfavourably 
reported  on  by  the  Analyst,  and  the  water  has  been  discon- 
tinued as  a water  supply  lor  drinking  and  dietetic  purposes. 

No.  8,  from  garden  spring,  was  favourably  reported  on, 
and  this  supply  has  been  continued  for  drinking  and  dietetic 
purposes. 

Nc.  9,  from  a supplementary  tank  supplying  the  mansion 
house,  was  unfavourably  reported  on.  At  the  time  the 
sample  was  taken  the  tank  had  a considerable  amount  of 
sludge  in  the  bottom,  which  has  since  been  cleaned  out,  and 
no  further  complaints  have  been  received. 

Samples  Nos.  10  and  12  were  taken  from  the  tank  supply 
at  Craigend  Castle,  and  found  unsatisfactory.  On  investiga- 
tion it  was  discovered  that  this  water  was  contaminated  by- 
road water  from  an  adjoining  road.  A new  and  improved 
kind  of  tank  has  since  been  constructed  with  adequate  pro- 
tection from  all  surface  pollution.  Sample  No.  1 1 was  from 
an  auxiliary  supply  to  the  Castle,  and  was  favourably 
reported  on. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

Eighteen  inspections  of  workshops  were  made  during  the 
year,  and  no  defects  were  found.  The  number  of  workshops 
registered  in  the  District  is  46.  These  are  as  follows  : — 
Bakers  (retail),  3;  dressmakers  and  milliners,  2;  tailors,  4; 
joiners,  etc.,  10;  plumbers,  4;  blacksmiths,  13;  shoemakers, 
6;  saddlers,  2;  laundry  keeper,  1 ; shirt  manufactory,  1. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in 
the  Western  District  during  the  year  1920  was  156.  Exclud- 
ing ehickenpox  (which  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable 
merely  temporarily  in  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  small- 
pox in  the  country)  the  number  notified  was  89,  which  is 
about  twice  as  many  as  the  number  in  the  previous  year,  and 
also  of  that  in  1917,  and  four  times  the  number  for  191b. 
These  three  years,  however,  were  exceptional  in  their  com- 
parative freedom  from  infectious  disease.  The  average 
annual  number  of  cases  for  the  six  years  1914-1919  was  52. 
Table  XXV.  shows  the  distribution  of  the  various  diseases 
throughout  the  District,  while  Table  XXVI.  is  a copy  of  a 
return  required  by  the  Board  of  Health. 
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Table  XXV,— WESTERN  DISTRICT— Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledg 
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Table  XXVI.— WESTERN  DISTRICT. 

RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED,  &c., 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMRER,  1920. 


Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


At  Age — Years 

Disease 
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A. — Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  ( Notification ) Act,  1889. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 
Typhus  Fever  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Smallpox  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

44 

i 

6 

31 

5 

i 

... 

40 

4 

Croup  

14 

2 

7 

2 

3 

... 

... 

10 

4 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Cholera 

6 

... 

... 

• . • 

1 

5 

... 

... 

6 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

B. — Diseases  Notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  75 
of  the  Public  Health  ( Scotland)  Act,  1897. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Chiekenpox  

67 

7 

13 

45 

2 

. . . 

5 

62 

Malaria 

. • • 

. • . 

... 

. * • 

Dysentery  .. 
Trench  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

. . , 

. . . 

... 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

4 

. . • 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

6 

3 

2 

1 

i 

5 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .. 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

11 

... 

i 

3 

7 

... 

... 

tl 

10 

culosis 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

... 

t... 

1 

Total  of  A and  B ... 

153 

8 

21 

S4 

14 

16 

s 

2 

57 

96 

C. — Diseases  to  which  the  Provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification  j 
Act  have  been  extended  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 


1 


+... 

+.„ 


State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  treated. 

Lennox  Joint  Hospital,  Milton  of  Campsie. 

Number  oj  Persons  resident  in  the  District  as  at  31st.  December,  1930,  who  were 
known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  (Persons  in  Sanatoria,  &c.,  should  be 
included  in  the  figures  for  the  area  in  which  they  have  their  home  residence.) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only,...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only, 24 

Doth  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  — 


59 


Cast's  notified  in  a previous 
year  and  removed  to  Hospital, 
for  the  first  lime  during  11)20. 


83 


Diphtheria. — Fourteen  cases  were  notified,  seven  from 
Campsie  parish,  three  each  from  Baldernock  and  Buchanan 
parishes,  and  one  from  the  parish  of  Strathblane.  All  but 
two  of  the  patients  were  removed  to  Lennox  Hospital.  One 
of  the  cases,  a girl  of  school  age,  died. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Forty-four  cases  were  notified,  of  which 
14  were  in  Strathblane  parish,  10  in  Campsie  parish,  8 in 
Balfron,  7 in  Baldernock,  3 in  Killearn,  and  1 each  in  the 
parishes  of  Buchanan  and  Drymen.  Only  four  of  the  cases 
were  treated  at  home,  the  others  being  taken  to  hospital. 
All  the  cases  made  a good  recovery. 

In  connection  with  the  case  in  Buchanan  parish,  urgent 
removal  to  hospital  was  desirable.  Unfortunately  only  the 
horse  ambulance  was  available,  necessitating  considerable 
delay  in  the  removal  of  the  case.  I took  the  opportunity  of 
impressing  upon  the  Western  District  Committee  that  it  was 
highly  desirable  for  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  provide  a 
motor  ambulance  for  Lennox  Hospital,  and  the  Committee 
requested  the  representatives  on  the  Joint  Hospital  Board 
to  bring  the  matter  to  the  Board’s  notice.  Since  then  a 
motor  ambulance  has  been  provided.  The  chassis  was  the 
ordinary  Ford  ton  lorry  chassis,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  adapt  it  to  the  requirements  of  a motor  ambulance.  Like 
many  adaptations,  it  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  patient  and  of  convenience  generally,  it 
certainly  falls  far  short  of  the  fine  conveyances  provided  by 
the  Eastern  and  Central  District  Committees  in  connection 
with  their  hospitals. 

Near  the  end  of  August  I was  asked  by  the  visiting 
Physician  to  examine  the  staff  of  Strathblane  Home  Hospital 
with  a view  to  solving  if  possible  the  problem  regarding 
repeated  cases  of  scarlet  fever  among  the  inmates.  I visited 
the  hospital,  and  could  find  no  symptom  raising  the  question 
of  possible  infectivity  in  any  of  the  staff,  but  on  examination 
of  the  inmates,  my  attention  was  directed  to  a boy,  almost 
five  years  of  age.  This  boy  had  had  a septic  finger,  and  in 
association  with  this  a faint  rash  appeared  on  the  30th  July, 
when  he  was  sick,  showing  also  a slight  rise  in  temperature. 
He  had  no  sore  throat  or  other  symptoms,  and  he  recovered 
very  quickly.  The  rash  was  considered  at  the  time  due  to 
septic  absorption.  At  my  examination  I found  slight  desquam- 
ation on  the  hands  and  feet,  and  while  1 did  not  regard  this 
as  absolute  evidence  of  the  child  having  had  scarlet  fever,  I 
thought  that  it  was  sufficiently  suggestive  of  a mild  missed 
scarlet  to  make  me  feel  that  the  child  should  be  removed  from 
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among  the  other  children  in  the  hospital.  Arrangements 
were  accordingly  made  to  have  him  removed  to  Lennox 
Hospital  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

While  at  the  Home  I learned  that  the  Committee  had  con- 
sidered the  advisability  of  discharging  the  whole  of  the 
patients  for  a time,  but  that  hardly  seemed  to  be  necessary, 
especially  as  the  Matron  and  Staff  were  thoroughly  on  the 
“ qu  vive  ” for  suspicious  symptoms. 

Cerebro=Spinal  Fever.  — Three  cases  were  notified,  two 
from  Strathblane  parish,  and  one  from  Campsie  parish.  Two 
of  these  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  made  a good  recovery. 
The  other  case  proved  to  be  one  of  tubercular  meningitis, 
and  died  two  days  after  notification. 

Chickenpox. — As  already  mentioned,  chickenpox  was  made 
compulsorily  notifiable  for  a limited  period.  Sixtv-seven 
cases  were  notified,  and  in  every  case  inquiry  was  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  My  attention  was  called  to  one  or 
two  cases  of  suspicious  illnesses,  but  all  proved  simply  to  be 
cases  of  varicella. 

Tuberculosis. — Eleven  cases  of  phthisis  were  notified,  and 
only  one  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Nine  of  the  phthisis 
cases  and  the  non-pulmonary  case  were  in  the  parish  of 
Campsie,  the  other  two  being  in  Balfron  and  Strathblane 
parishes  respectively. 


LENNOX  HOSPITAL,  1920. 

The  total  admissions  to  this  hospital  during  the  year  amounted 
to  421  patients. 

Of  that  total  104  were  from  East  Dunbartonshire. 

54  were  from  West  Stirlingshire,  and 
263  were  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirkintilloch. 


421 

Of  the  104  cases  from  East  Dunbartonshire  there  were  8 out- 
witli  the  primary  area,  namely,  6 scarlet  fever,  1 diphtheria,  and 
1 measles. 

Of  the  54  cases  from  West  Stirlingshire  there  were  16  outwith 
the  primary  area,  namely,  12  of  scarlet  fever,  and  4 of  diphtheria. 

Of  the  104  cases  from  East  Dunbartonshire — 

44  were  of  scarlet  fever, 

51  were  of  diphtheria. 

4 were  of  enteric  fever. 

1  of  pneumonia. 

3 of  measles. 

1 of  cerebro  spinal  fever. 

104 

Of  the  54  cases  from  West  Stirlingshire — 

40  were  of  scarlet  fever. 

9 were  of  diphtheria. 

1 of  enteric  fever. 

1 of  typhus. 

1 of  pneumonia. 

2 of  cerebro  spinal  fever. 


54 

Of  the  263  cases  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirkintilloch — 
65  were  of  scarlet  fever. 

185  were  of  diphtheria. 

3  were  of  enteric  fever. 

3 were  of  measles. 

1 of  pneumonia. 

5 of  typhus. 

1 observation  typhus. 


263 

Of  the  149  cases  of  scarlet  fever- 
129  recovered. 

2 died. 

18  remained  under  treatment. 
149 

Of  the  245  cases  of  diphtheria — 

223  recovered. 

10  died. 

12  remained  under  treatment. 


245 
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Of  the  8 cases  of  enteric  fever — 

6 recovered. 

1 died. 

1 remained  under  treatment. 

8 

Of  the  G cases  of  Typhus — 

4 recovered. 

1 died. 

1 remained  under  treatment. 

6 

The  1 observation  case  of  typhus  was  in  hospital  9 days — 
recovered. 

The  3 cases  of  cerebro  spinal  fever  recovered. 

The  3 cases  of  pneumonia — 

1 recovered. 

2 died. 

3 

The  6 cases  of  measles  all  recovered. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1919,  there  were  10  patients  in  the 
Wards,  namely:  — 

6 scarlet  fever. 

4 diphtheria. 

10  all  recovered. 

Of  the  137  cases  of  scarlet  fever  treated  to  a termination.  135 
recovered,  2 died  after  being  in  hospital  7 and  24  days  respectively. 
Of  the  238  cases  of  diphtheria  treated  to  a termination,  228 
recovered,  and  10  died  after  being  in  hospital  3,  26,  6,  2,  1,  2 hours, 
8,  6,  15,  9 days  respectively.  By  the  end  of  the  year  1920, 
the  total  length  of  residence  of  the  32  patients  in  the  wards  was 
481  days,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1919,  the  length  of  residence 
of  the  10  patients  was  254  days.  Adding  the  former,  and  deducting 
the  latter,  gives  a total  of  10,225  days. 

The  average  length  of  residence  was  24.28  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  149  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was 
5934  days,  giving  an  average  of  39.89  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  245  cases  of  diphtheria 
was  3552  days,  giving  an  average  of  14.49  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  8 cases  of  enteric  fever  was 
163  days,  giving  an  average  of  20.37  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  6 cases  of  measles  was 
100  days,  giving  an  average  of  16.66  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  6 cases  of  typhus  was  128 
days,  giving  an  average  of  21.33  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  3 cases  of  cerebro  spinal 
fever  was  64  days,  giving  an  average  of  21.33  days. 

The  total  length  of  residence  of  the  3 cases  of  pneumonia  was 
57  days,  giving  an  average  of  19  days. 


Table  XXVII.— Admissions  to  Lennox  Joint  Hospital,  1920. 


87 


05  00  (N  CO  — — CO  Cl  O CO  CO  -Cl 

Cl  N — < — 1 l 

~ CN 


OJ 

-r 


X 

* 

73 
1 1 
1 

<N  -H  -H 

io  cc  co 

Ol 

rf  ^ . 

a • 

_o 

05 

co 

Ol 

£ 

§ 

to  t—  — < 
»o 

X 1.7  ’f 
05  : 

ee 

> 

^ ?H  : -H 

rO 

o 

- 

: c* 

182 

CO 

IQ 

: : : : : : : : : : : : : 

o 

wfi 

co  ; : 

: : : 

r*-  • ; 

- 

: 

: : : : : : 

00 

S 

- : : 

01  : : 

: 

- 

: : : : : <n 

CO 

& 

2=4 

CO  i 

:-  : 

(N  : 

- 

: 

: i : : : 

CO 

»-H 

Q 

03 

3 

>o  ; : 

co  : 

- 

O 

CN 

* 

CO  -H  ; 

- 

32 

- 

cn  — • : : : : 

o 

IQ 

6 

*o  cn  : 

CN  ; : 

*o  cn  : 

- 

vation 

i 

28 

41 

7 

- : .; 

CO  Ol  CN 
1-0 

: 

Obeer 

106 

iO 

s 

05  LQ  ; 
CO 

i i : 

io  CN  CN 

• 

- : : : : ; 

94 

* 

OJI-. 

: : : 

05  CO  ^ 
CN 

Tf 

: 

h * * j ; j 

54 

s 

• 

i • • 

OHN 

! 

: : : : : : 

tc 

< 


^ <p  .o 


«5 

£ 


p .3 


* « «■ 


^3  to 

; 5 

i p.S 

S g 

o s 


<tf 


— i* 


r-  tO 

p .5 


tx)  : 


~ -z  a>  0.2, 


i o.c  o> •«*  a?  £ o 
~'t  o 5^  | o^To^o 
" u S §.2.8  S g § - « 


5 .6  ».S 


Tj  S o 
£ © o 

0)  0.2  c; 


ci 

03 

£ « 


Q 

£ 


§ps  ; 

> e ^ a-  *> 

5 € <3  £ £ 


ce 

c3 

+-> 

C 

H 


88 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Western  District  as  at  the 
middle  of  the  year  was  11,413,  according  to  the  Registrar- 
General.  The  number  of  births  was  231,  equal  to  a birth 
rate  of  20.2  per  1000  of  population;  while  the  number  of 
deaths  was  139,  giving  a death  rate  of  12.2.  As  compared 
with  the  years  following  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  birth  rate  is 
very  much  higher,  and  is  appreciably  higher  than  the  mean 
rate  for  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  the  war.  The 
death  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  many  years,  the  mean 
rate  for  the  last  10  years  being  14.4.  From  tuberculosis  the 
death  rate  was  0.88,  of  which  phthisis  accounted  for  0.70. 
The  death  rate  from  the  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  (those 
asterisked  in  the  table)  was  o.  18 — a very  satisfactory  figure. 
The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
only  14,  which  is  equal  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  61 
per  1000  births.  Table  XXVIII.  gives  the  detailed  figures. 


Numbers.  | Rates  per  1000  of  Estimated  Population. 
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(1). -BRIDGE  OF  ALLAN.  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES,  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers). 
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BURGH  OF  BRIDGE  OF  ALLAN. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  burgh  as  at  the  middle  of  1920  was 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  2822,  and  on  this  figure 
his  statistics  of  births  and  deaths  are  based.  Probably,  how- 
ever, the  figure  for  population  is  over  3000. 

Births  and  Birth  Rates. — The  number  of  births  (corrected 
for  transcripts)  was  47,  giving  a birth  rate  of  16.7.  Con- 
sidering' the  nature  of  the  population  of  Bridge  of  Allan,  this 
is  quite  a high  rate,  and  in  fact  it  is  the  highest  birth  rate  for 
15  years. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates. — The  deaths  (corrected  for 
transfers)  numbered  40,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  14.2,  which 
is  the  lowest  for  quite  a number  of  years.  If  that  rate  be 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  it  becomes  much  less 
— 12.7.  No  less  than  36  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  over 
25  years  of  age,  three  were  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  one  was  of  a child  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five 
years.  The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  t.o6  per  1000. 
From  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  however,  there  was  no  death. 
Table  I.  gives  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
three,  one  from  abdominal  tuberculosis,  and  two  from  pre- 
mature birth.  The  deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births  was 
64.  Table  II.  is  a copy  of  the  return  asked  for  by  the  Board 
of  Health. 
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Table  (2)  RETURN  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  for  the  Year 
Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week 

1,  and  under  2 
Weeks 

2,  and  under  3 
Weeks 

3,  and  under  4 
Weeks 

Total  under  4 
Weeks 

3 

Z 

55 

GO  ~ 

■sl 

r-"  * * 

3,  and  under  (> 
Months 

6,  and  under  9 
Mouths 

Cl 

z.  * 

X 

00 

3 

L U 

^ t 

3>- 

All  Causes  ■ 

Certified  .. 
Uncertified 

2 

::: 

... 

2 

... 

::: 

1 

3 

' Smallpox  

Chickenpox  

Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
.Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis 
J Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
j Other  Tuberculou-  Dis 
V eases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber- 
culous) 

Convulsions  

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis  

/ Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis 
\ Other  Digestive  Diseases 
( Congenital  Malformations 
I Premature  Birth 
~|  Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
l Marasmus  . 

Atelectasis 

Injury  at  Birth 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

All  other  Causes 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Net  Births  in  the  Year 
Net  Deaths  in  the  Year 


f Legitimate,  45. 
t Illegitimate,  2. 

f Legitimate  Infants,  3 
\ Illegitimate  Infants,  0. 
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HOUSING. 

Bridge  of  Allan’s  Housing  Scheme  comprised  the  erection 
of  12  houses.  These  are  built  of  stone,  8 being  of  four 
apartments  and  4 of  five  apartments.  They  are  superior 
houses  ot  their  class.  Four  of  them  were  occupied  early  in 
1921,  and  the  other  eight  were  to  be  ready  for  occupancy 
during  the  same  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Forty-seven  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  however,  no  less  than  34  were  of 
chickenpox,  which  had  been  made  compulsorily  notifiable  for 
a limited  period  in  view  of  the  presence  of  smallpox  in  the 
country.  Four  were  of  enteric  fever,  one  was  of  scarlet 
fever,  one  of  diphtheria,  three  of  erysipelas,  one  of  dysentery, 
and  three  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Enteric  Fever. — In  three  of  the  cases  the  patients,  who 
were  all  school  children,  had  been  drinking  water  from  local 
streams,  but  whether  that  was  the  source  of  their  infection 
one  of  course  cannot  definitely  say.  All  the  cases  were  duly 
removed  to  hospital,  and  all  recovered. 

The  Diphtheria  case  was  peculiar,  in  that  it  was  a second 
infection,  the  patient  having  had  a previous  attack  in  1917. 
The  child  was  treated  in  hospital,  and  was  discharged  well. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  patient,  a child  of  one  year  old,  was 
nursed  at  home,  and  also  recovered. 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary. — Only  three  cases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  one  of  which  proved  fatal.  This  case 
belonged  to  another  area,  to  which  the  death  was  transferred. 
Since  1912,  and  including  1920,  the  total  cases  notified  have 
been  23,  and  of  these  13  have  died,  while  three  have  left  the 
district,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  known 
surviving  cases  was  7.  Two  of  these  were  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  25  years,  two  were  between  25  and  45,  and  three 
were  amongst  older  persons.  None  of  the  burgh  patients 
received  institutional  treatment  in  1920,  but  one  was  in 
receipt  of  domiciliary  treatment  for  the  whole  year. 

Non=Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  — No  case  was  notified 
during  1920,  but  at  present  there  are  12  notified  patients  in  the 
burgh. 


Table  (3).— BRIDGE  OF  ALIHAN 

RETURN  «>K  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED,  &c., 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1920. 

| Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


At  Age — Years 


A.— Diseases  specified  in  the  Infections  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

4 

2 

2 

* 1 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

Smallpox  ... 

... 



... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

...  1 1 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

Croup  ...  

1 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Erysipelas  . . 

3 

2 

1 

1 2 

Puerperal  Fever 

... 

... 



... 

... 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

Relapsing  Fever 

... 

... 

...  ; ... 

... 

... 

Continued  Fever 

... 

*•* 

... 

B. — Diseases  Notifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78 
of  the  Public  Health  ( Scotland)  Act,  1897. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Chickenpox 

M alaria  

34 

32 

2 

1 

•• 

... 

. 

34 

Dysentery 

Trench  Fever  

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

3 

... 

... 

... 

1 

o 

... 

... 

3 

culosis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  of  A and  B ... 

47 

... 

1 

35 

7 

3 

... 

1 

7 

40 

C. — Diseases  to  which  the  Provisions  of  the  In  fectious  Disease  ( A ohfication  ) 
Act  have  been  extended  by  the  Local  Authority . 


State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  treated. 
Combination  Fever  Hospital,  Stirling. 

Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  Burgh  as  at  31st  December,  11120,  who  were 
knowni  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  (Persons  in  Sanatoria,  <fce. , should  be 
included  in  the  figures  for  the  area  in  which  they  have  their  home  residence. ) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only, 7 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only, _ 12 

. Both  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  — 


19 


Oases  notified  in  n previous 
year  and  removed  to  Hospital, 
fur  the  first  lime  during  1920. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

For  some  years  the  water  supply  of  Bridge  of  Allan,  while 
excellent  in  quality,  gave  much  concern  during  the  summer 
months,  as  it  threatened  to  run  short  on  several  occasions, 
and  during  some  of  the  dry  summers,  notedly  that  of  1919,  the 
supply  had  to  be  eked  out  most  carefully.  That  was  a most 
undesirable  state  of  affairs  for  a town  like  Bridge  of  Allan, 
and  gave  the  Town  Council  much  anxious  thought.  Owing’ 
to  the  large-hearted  generosity  of  one  of  her  citizens,  Bridge 
of  Allan  will,  in  the  near  future,  possess  a very  satisfactory 
water  supply,  but  as  the  negotiations  regarding  the  new 
arrangement  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1921, 
the  details  will  be  given  more  properly  in  my  next  Annual 
Report. 


VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1907. 

Only  two  persons  intimated  their  conscientious  objection 
to  vaccination  of  their  infants.  This  is  equal  to  about  only 
four  per  cent,  of  the  children  born,  which  is  quite"  satisfactory. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  is  now  only  one  slaughter-house  in  the  burgh.  It 
is  very  well  looked  after,  and  is  inspected  regularly  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  under  the  above 
Acts.  Eight  of  these  were  of  milk,  and  six  were  of  whisky. 
The  Analysts’  report  was  quite  satisfactory  in  every  case. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  under  this  Act  was  38, 
12  being  of  factories  and  26  of  workshops.  Two  defects, 
consisting  of  want  of  cleanliness,  were  found,  and  were 
remedied  without  the  necessity  for  written  notices.  There 
are  no  outworkers.  The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register 
is  27. 
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BURGH  OF  DENNY  AND  DUNIPACE. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  census  of  the  burgh,  according  to  the  police,  is  5151, 
as  compared  with  the  1911  census  figure  of  5164,  so  that  the 
population  would  appear  to  be  practically  the  same  as  it  was 
ten  years  ago.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  is  consider- 
ably lower — 4733 — and  this  figure,  of  course,  is  the  one  on 
which  his  birth  and  death  rates  are  based,  as  shown  in  Table 
V. 


Birth  Rate. — The  number  of  births  (corrected  for  tran- 
scripts) was  157,  which  gives  a rate  per  1000  of  population  of 
33.2.  This  is  the  highest  rate  since  1914. 

Death  Rate. — The  deaths  in  the  burgh  numbered  56,  equal 
to  a death  rate  of  11.8,  which  is  well  below  the  average. 
From  tuberculosis  the  death  rate  was  1.06.  From  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  or  consumption  alone,  the  rate  was  .42  — or 
about  one  in  every  2400 ; while  the  death  rate  from  the  prin- 
cipal epidemic  diseases,  i.e.,  enteric  fever,  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  whooping-cough,  diphtheria,,  and  infantile 
diarrhoea,  was  .63,  exactly  one-half  more  than  the  phthisis 
rate.  The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births 
was  64.  Table  VI.  gives  a copy  of  the  annual  return  of 
infantile  mortality,  and  shows  the  ages  of  the  children  at 
death  and  the  cause  of  death.  Four  of  the  ten  deaths  were 
of  infants  under  four  weeks  old. 


DUKINli  THU  Y 15 All  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers). 


All  Ages.  Age. 
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Table  (5). — RETURN  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  for  the  Year 
Ending  31st  December,  1920. 


Cause  of  Death. 
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All  Causes 


/ Certified  . . . 
\ Uncertified 


1 


Smallpox 
Chiekenpox 
Measles  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis 
eases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuber 
eulous) 

Convulsions 
Pneumonia  (all  forms).. 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 

Diarrhrea  and  Enteritis 
Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus  ... 
Atelectasis 
Injury  at  Birth... 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Syphilis  ... 

Rickets  ... 

All  other  Causes 

Total 


1 

10 


Net  Births  in  the  Year 
Net  Deaths  in  the  Year 


(Legitimate,  150. 

1 Illegitimate,  7. 
/Legitimate  Infants,  10. 
(Illegitimate  Infants,  — . 
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HOUSING. 

The  Town  Council  of  Denny  have  from  the  first  displayed 
noteworthy  activity  in  connection  with  their  housing 
schemes.  As  stated  in  my  former  Annual  Report,  thev  aim 
at  the  erection  of  no  fewer  than  200  houses,  and  in  spitp  of 
many  difficulties  and  drawbacks,  the  work  is  being  pushed 
on,  and  substantial  progress  is  being  made.  It  may  be  said 
that  at  the  beginning  of  1921,  quite  a number  of  the  houses 
were  occupied,  and  others  on  the  road  to  completion. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during 
1920  was  82.  This  number  included  6 cases  of  chickenpox, 
which  disease  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  for  a limited 
period  in  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the 
country.  Occasionally,  in  the  past,  cases  of  smallpox  hat 
been  mistaken  for  cases  of  chickenpox  with  somewhat  serious 
consequences,  and  it  was  with  a view  to  preventing  such 
happenings  again  that  chickenpox  ' was  temporarily  made 
notifiable.  Exclusive  of  chickenpox  and  tuberculosis,  the 
total  cases  notified  numbered  69,  2 being  of  smallpox,  ’ 1 of 
enteric  fever,  54  of  scarlet  fever,  7 of  diphtheria,  3 of 
erysipelas,  1 of  malaria,  and  1 of  acute  primary  pneumonia. 

Smallpox. — Two  cases  of  smallpox  were  notified  earlv  in 
September.  Both  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Smallpox 
Hospital  at  Taylorton,  and  all  precautions  were  taken  in  the 
way  of  vaccination,  re-vaccination,  and  disinfection.  One  of 
the  patients,  a man  of  56  years  of  age,  unfortunately  died  a 
Tew  hours  after  admission  to  hospital.  The  other  patient 
made  a good  recovery.  The  subject  of  the  smallpox  outbreak 
as  a whole  is  dealt  with  in  the  County  part  of  this  Report, 
where  reference  is  made  to  the  above  cases. 

As  in  other  parts  of  the  County,  vaccination  and  re-vaccina- 
tion was  offered  to  the  inhabitants  free  of  charge,  and  the 
offer  was  generally  taken  advantage  of,  no  less  than  976 
persons  availing  themselves  of  the  offer. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Fifty-four  cases  were  notified,  and  32  were 
isolated  and  treated  in  hospital.  Only  one  case  died.  All 
but  six  of  the  patients  were  under  15  years  of  age.  Cases 
continued  to  occur  throughout  the  whole  year,  no  month  being 
exempt. 


Table  (6).— DENNY  AND  DUNIPACE. 


RETURN  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  &c 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  i 920  ’ 


Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


A .—Diseases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification ) Act , 1889. 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

l 

Smallpox  ... 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

54 

... 

9 

39 

4 

2 

... 

... 

52 

2 

Croup... 

7 

1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

Erysipelas  .. 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cholera 

3 

2 

i 

... 

... 

3 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 
Continued  Fever 

* 

... 

... 

... 

B. — Diseases  Not  ifiable  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  Section  78 
of  the  Public  Health  ( Scotland ) Act,  1897. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Chickenpox 

6 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Malaria  

1 

i 

1 

Dysentery... 

Trench  Fever 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

i 

1 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

4 

... 

2 

o 

... 

... 

1 

3 

culosis  .. 

3 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Total  of  A and  B ... 

82 

2 

16 

47 

9 

6 

2 

... 

62 

20 

C. — Diseases  to  which  the  Provisions  of  the  Injections  Disease  ( Notification ) 
Act  have  been  extended  by  the  Local  Authority. 


State  Name  of  Hospital  or  Hospitals  in  which  Cases  were  treated. 
Bannockburn  Fever  Hospital.  Camelon  Fever  Hospital. 

Manor  Valley  Sanatorium,  Peebles. 

Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  Burgh  as  at  31st  December,  1920,  who  were 
known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  (Persons  in  Sanatoria,  &e. , should  be 
included  in  the  figures  for  the  area  in  which  they  have  their  home  residence.) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only, 17 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only,  .,.  ...  . ...  11 

Both  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  ...  — 


*28 


Oases  notified  in  a previous 
year  and  removed  to  Hospital, 
for  the  first  time  during  1920. 


08 


Enteric  Fever. — Only  a single  case  occurred,  the  patient 
being  a woman  of  25  years  of  age.  She  had  been  on  holiday 
for  a period  shortly  before  the  date  of  her  first  feeling  ill,  and 
the  probability  is  she  received  her  infection  while  away.  She 
was  treated  in  Camelon  Hospital,  and  was  discharged  well. 


Diphtheria. — Of  the  seven  cases,  six  were  taken  to  hospital. 
One  of  the  patients,  an  infant  of  12  days  old,  died  before  she 
could  be  removed  to  hospital.  Another  child — under  five 
years — died  in  hospital. 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary. — During  the  year  four  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  three  cf  these  had  proved  fatal.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  fourth  case  has  also  died. 

Since  1912,  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  has  been  73, 
of  whom,  up  to  31st  December,  39,  had  died,  and  17  had  left 
the  burgh,  leaving  17  notified  cases,  equal  to  about  one 
person  in  every  290.  Eight  of  the  patients  are  males,  and 
nine  females.  One  of  them  was  a child  under  5,  2 were  of 
school  age,  5 were  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25  years,  7 
between  25  and  45,  and  2 between  45  and  60. 

Two  patients  were  treated  in  institutions.  One  of  these, 
a delicate  young  woman  of  21  years,  was  sent  to  the  section- 
alised  pavilion  of  Camelon  Hospital,  but  after  two  months 
there  it  was  seen  there  was  no  hope  for  her,  and  she  was 
taken  home  to  die.  The  other,  a girl  of  16  or  17,  was  treated 
in  Manor  Valley  Sanatorium  for  three  months,  and  made 
some  slight  improvement. 

Non=Pulmonary. — Three  cases  were  notified,  and  one,  a 
case  of  tubercular  meningitis,  proved  fatal.  The  patients 
were  all  young  children. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  took  1 1 samples 
of  sweet  milk  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 
One  of  the  samples  proved  to  be  not  genuine  in  respect  that 
it  was  deficient  in  milk  fat,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  pro- 
ceedings. The  Sheriff  gave  judgment  against  the  defender, 
and  fined  him  ^,5,  with  the  option  of  30  days’  imprisonment. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  burgh  is  24,  and  of  work- 
shops 25.  Sixty  visits  of  inspection  were  made,  including-  20 
visits  to  factories.  The  workshops,  as  a rule,  were  found  in 
a satisfactory  condition,  and  there  was  no1  necessity  for  any 
procedure  under  the  Act.  The  total  employees  in  the  work- 
shops numbered  61,  14  of  whom  were  women  and  1 1 young- 
persons  or  children. 


VACCINATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

L nder  this  Act  38  persons  intimated  their  conscientious 
objection  to  vaccination.  This  is  equal  to1  about  24  per  cent, 
ot  the  children  born  during-  the  year,  as  compared  with  a 
corresponding  rate  of  40  per  cent,  in  1919.  The  smallpox 
outbreak  in  the  country,  and  especially  the  two  cases  in  the 
town  itself,  had  no  doubt  their  effect  in  reducing  the  number 
of  objectors. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

These  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  have 
been  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner.  There  are 
three  in  all. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

As  I have  stated  in  former  reports,  the  public  slaughter- 
house is  under  the  supervision  of  a superintendent  employed 
by  the  Local  Authority.  The  amount  of  meat  con- 
demned as  being  tuberculous  was  1361b.  The  carcase  of  a 
pig,  inspected  in  the  premises  of  a private  dealer,  was  also 
•condemned.  It  weighed  2381b. 
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